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Germans revolt 
against 
conscription 

jyjlLLIONS of marks are being spent in Germany on propa¬ 
ganda to popularise conscription, but opposition 
continues as this report of reactions in Bavaria from our 
Berlin correspondent shows : 

PENZBURG : The municipal authorities have prohibited all 
army propaganda “ in the interest of law and order and in view of 
the unpopularity of the army.” 

MUNICH : In an excited session the municipality rejected the 
task of providing registration cards for conscripts. They say they 
have insufficient personnel and that the central Government at Bonn 
should send more money first. 

Villagers protest at war propaganda 

ALPIRSBACH: An uproar was caused when a propaganda 
film unit was set up close to the village war memorial and began to 
show a film of the life of a soldier. 

Cries of 64 So you need our dead for a background,” 44 Aren’t 
those enough already,” and *‘The Coid War is quite sufficient,” 
came from the crowd which gathered. 

Tension increased when the film showed American soldiers in¬ 
structing German recruits and one man urged the crowd to turn 
the cinema van over. When the Mayor w r as asked to intervene to 
calm the audience he retorted that it was no business of his. 

Fortunately a technical mishap stopped the performance and 
the unit departed. 

ANSBACH : When, on October 15, the first conscripts were to 
present themselves at the registration office, Press reporters and Press 
photographers were on hand to take photos of the first boys to 
present themselves. None turned up that day, nor the following day. 


v Franco - British aggression 1ERG!MAN 

REPUDIATE 
THIS MADNESS 


Russia to act oa 
couscieutious 
objectors 

r pHE Government of the Soviet Union is expected 
in the foreseeable future to grant legal recognition 
to conscientious objectors to military service, accord¬ 
ing to reliable reports received by the War Resisters’ 
International at Enfield, Middlesex, England. 

The Soviet Government have agreed to a request by the 
Soviet Peace Movement—the Soviet Section of the World Peace 
Council—to examine the question of legal recognition of con¬ 
scientious objectors in the Soviet Union. 

The matter has been put to the Supreme Soviet (Parliament) and 
Government. They have promised to examine the matter and decide 
on it. Sources close to the Soviet Government predict a favourable 
decision. 


NOW 

AN EDITORIAL 

“ 1^ House were divided it would be 
the responsibility of the Opposition. 
In this serious situation that was some¬ 
thing which the country would not for¬ 
give,” said Mr. Selwyn Lloyd in the con¬ 
cluding stage of the debate on the British 
ultimatum to Egypt on Tuesday. 

The House was divided, but it is not the 
Opposition that has to face condemnation. 

The events of recent months have made it 
evident that Sir Anthony Eden and his Gov¬ 
ernment were anxious to act in regard to Egypt 
and the Suez without reference to the United 
Nations, but not only Britain, but the whole 
world can perceive the blackguardism of the 
present pretence. 


These sources also predict that when such action is taken, the Soviet 
Government will encourage the Peoples’ Democracies to take similar 
measures. * ON BACK PAGE 


JULIANA—A pacifist? 



We in this country have to face the shameful 
fact that the Government of Britain has been 
ready with France to brand itself as an aggres¬ 
sor, vetoing a call for peace by the UN Security 
Council in order to wreck an international deci¬ 
sion that would prove an obstacle to their 
resolve. 

The action of the French and British Govern¬ 
ments has shocked the world even more than 
Israel’s attack on Egypt. British public 
opinion must make it clear that this is some¬ 
thing that will not be forgiven. 

It is the responsibility of all who are con¬ 
scious of the shame of the Government’s action 
to make their protests as vigorous as possible. 
In addition to verbal protests they should begin 
to consider means whereby they can repudiate 
moral responsibility for the acts of a Govern¬ 
ment engaged in aggression. 

PPU STATEMENT 
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army propaganda in the interest of law and order and in view of 
the unpopularity of the army.’" 

MUNICH : In an excited session the municipality rejected the 
task of providing registration cards for conscripts. They say they 
have insufficient personnel and that the central Government at Bonn 
should send more money first. 


Villagers protest at war propaganda 


ALPIRSBACH: An uproar was caused when a propaganda 
film unit was set up close to the village war memorial and began to 
show a film of the life of a soldier. 


Cries of 64 So you need our dead for a background,” “ Aren’t 
those enough already,” and “The Cold War is quite sufficient,” 
came from the crowd which gathered. 

Tension increased when the film showed American soldiers in¬ 
structing German recruits and one man urged the crowd to turn 
the cinema van over. When the Mayor was asked to intervene to 
calm the audience he retorted that it was no business of his. 

Fortunately a technical mishap stopped the performance and 
the unit departed. 

ANSBACH : When, on October 15, the first conscripts were to 
present themselves at the registration office, Press reporters and Press 
photographers were on hand to take photos of the first boys to 
present themselves. None turned up that day, nor the following day. 


Military ousted from school in Bavaria 


AUGSBURG : When a headmaster refused permission for the 
Press to attend when an officer talked to schoolboys, because the boys 
would be too timid, he was told : 

“ Our boys timid ? Why, at Ingoldstadt the Press was present 
and the boys were anything but timid, they gave sprightly answers to 
the officer. Our Augsburg boys are not more timid than those of 
Ingoldstadt, the only timid person is the headmaster/' 

Criticism was also levelled at the Bavarian Government for 
allowing military propaganda in the schools. 

The schools were for learning, critics said. Where shall we get 
if they are misused for luring boys into this or that profession ? 

As a result the campaign has stopped. 


“ If all the boys of Germany followed the example of those of 
Ansbach,” a well-known social worker in Berlin told Peace News, 
“ conscription would end. And if all the boys in the world would 
do the same militarism would be dead and peace a fact because wars 
will cease when men refuse to fight.” 


War resistance : a vital issue with youth 


From HAMBURG Hans Konrad Tempel, a young war resister, 
writes : 

All over Germany new groups of war resisters are springing up. 
Everywhere young men are considering the problems involved in 
refusing military service. Socialist youth groups, YMCA groups, 
students, trade unions and other bodies are discussing the subject with 
politicians and well-known pacifists. 

In many places local organisations are forming Committees for 
the Defence of Conscientious Objectors and opening Advisory 
Bureaux. 


An organisation for COs founded in Cologne, the Gruppe der 
Wehrdienstverweigerer (GDW), which brings together pacifist and 
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We will die for neither dollars nor roubles” 


THIS picture shows a recent demonstration 
in Nuremburg organised by German war 
resisters. 

Over 250 people took part and were loudly 
cheered as the banners with slogans of “To 
stop rearmament is to lessen the danger of 
war ” ; “ We will die neither for roubles nor 


Photo : Willy Schurman N.F.K. Den Haag—Holland. 

“ r pHE Dutch people will have to recognise that it has a pacifist 
Queen,” declared Mr. J. Riemens, Secretary of the Third 
Way Movement in Holland, last week-end. 

He was addressing a two-day congress of the movement. 

Mr. Riemens declared, according to reliable Dutch sources, that Queen 
Juliana “stands in the breach for human dignity, fraternisation among 
nations, and the banishment of any unhealthy warlike agitation.” 

The Third Way leader declared that his movement welcomed the 
Queen’s attitude, but it did not want to monopolise the Queen. 

Gene Sharp writes : 

There have been reports in the past that Queen Juliana has been under 
Third Way and pacifist influence, but these have largely been overlooked 
by the sensation caused by her association with a faith healer. 

There have been unconfirmed reports that the great to-do about the 
faith healer, Greet Hof man, has been a smoke screen for the real reasons 
behind reported moves to force this “ conscientious objector ” Queen to 
abdicate. There are also reports that she has by various ways shown her 
sympathies with the pacifist movement. 

One of her reported desires is that Holland 
should withdraw from NATO and return to its 
traditional policy of neutrality. It is this, 
especially, which is reported to have brought 
certain circles to favour her abdication. 


main a civilian ” meeting organised to make 
known the rights of conscientious objectors. 

Speakers were Dr. Walter Lidl, MP, Arno 
Behrisch and Ario Tatum, International 
Secretary of the War Resisters’ International. 

Afterwards a delegation of pacifists, socialists 
and trade unionists asked the Mayor to “ set- 


evident that Sir Anthony Eden and his Gov¬ 
ernment were anxious to act in regard to Egypt 
and the Suez without reference to the United 
Nations, but not only Britain, but the whole 
world can perceive the blackguardism of the 
present pretence. 

We in this country have to face the shameful 
fact that the Government of Britain has been 
ready with France to brand itself as an aggres¬ 
sor, vetoing a call for peace by the UN Security 
Council in order to wreck an international deci¬ 
sion that would prove an obstacle to their 
resolve. 

The action of the French and British Govern¬ 
ments has shocked the world even more than 
Israel’s attack on Egypt. British public 
opinion must make it clear that this is some¬ 
thing that will not be forgiven. 

It is the responsibility of all who are con¬ 
scious of the shame of the Government’s action 
to make their protests as vigorous as possible. 
In addition to verbal protests they should begin 
to consider means whereby they can repudiate 
moral responsibility for the acts of a Govern¬ 
ment engaged in aggression. 

PPU STATEMENT 

STUART MORRIS, General Secretary of the 
Peace Pledge Union, told Peace News s 

** It used to be said that those whom the 
gods wish to destroy they first make mad. The 
Prime Minister seems to be the maddest man 
in a mad world. 

“ By his intervention in Egypt he is not only 
confirming the worst opinions the Arab world 
has held about us and fatally undermining the 
whole structure of the UN,, but endangering the 
peace of the world. 

“ There is no justification whatsoever for 
armed intervention inth e Middle East on any 
showing except that, haunted by the ghosts of 
Munich and bedevilled by a fear of Nasser, the 
Government has been determined to have a 
war on some pretext. 

“The Peace Pledge Union has constantly 
urged that the Suez Canal crisis must be seen 
in the wider setting of the Middle East conflict ; 
that steps should be taken to solve the Arab- 
Israel dispute before any fatal move was made 
and that to help relieve tension adequate assist¬ 
ance should be given to raise the living standards 
of the people in the Middle East. 

“ The Government has preferred violence to 
negotiation, and guns to butter. 

“ The pacifist movement must continue to say 
No to war and every pacifist should repudiate 
the action of the British Government, and by 
letters to the Prime Minister, local MP, 
and the Press take the lead in making as vocal 
as possible the opposition to Government policy 
and the demand for the Prime Minister’s resig¬ 
nation.” 

FENNER BROCKWAY, MP, told Peace News 
on Wednesday : “The policy of the Government 
is just wicked madness. It means war with 
Egypt, and almost certainly with the whole Arab 
world.” 


A public meeting ‘‘Suez and After,” will 
be held by the Peace Pledge Union in Glasgow 
on Sunday, November 11. Speakers, in the St. 
Andrew’s (Kent) Hall at 7.30, will be Campbell 
Wilkie and Stuart Morris. 
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AUGSBURG : When a headmaster refused permission for the 
Press to attend when an officer talked to schoolboys, because the boys 
would be too timid, he was toid : 

“ Our boys timid ? Why, at Ingoldstadt the Press was present 
and the boys were anything but timid, they gave sprightly answers to 
the officer. Our Augsburg boys are not more tirpid than those of 
Ingoldstadt, the only timid person is the headmaster.” 

Criticism was also levelled at the Bavarian Government for 
allowing military propaganda in the schools. 

The schools were for learning, critics said. Where shall we get 
if they are misused for luring boys into this or that profession ? 

As a result the campaign has stopped. 

“ if all the boys of Germany followed the example of those of 
Ansbach,” a well-known social worker in Berlin told Peace News, 
“ conscription would end. And if all the boys in the world would 
do the same militarism would be dead and peace a fact because wars 
will cease when men refuse to fight.” 

War resistance: a vital issue with youth 

From HAMBURG Hans Konrad Tempel, a "young war resister, 
writes : 

All over Germany new groups of war resisters are springing up. 
Everywhere young men are considering the problems involved in 
refusing military service. Socialist youth groups, YMCA groups, 
students, trade unions and other bodies are discussing the subject with 
politicians and well-known pacifists. 

In many places local organisations are forming Committees for 
the Defence of Conscientious Objectors and opening Advisory 
Bureaux. 

An organisation for COs founded in Cologne, the Gruppe der 
Wehrdienstverweigerer (GDW), which brings together pacifist and 
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“ We will die for neither dollars nor roubles 


rpHIS picture shows a recent demonstration 
A in Nuremburg organised by German war 
resisters. 

Over 250 people took part and were loudly 
cheered as the banners with slogans of “To 
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“ 'pHE Dutch people will have to recognise that it has a pacifist 
Queen,” declared Mr. J. Riemens, Secretary of the Third 
Way Movement in Holland, last week-end. 

He was addressing a two-day congress of the movement. 

Mr. Riemens declared, according to reliable Dutch sources, that Queen 
Juliana “stands in the breach for human dignity, fraternisation among 
nations, and the banishment of any unhealthy warlike agitation.” 

The Third Way leader declared that his movement welcomed the 
Queen’s attitude, but it did not want to monopolise the Queen. 

Gene Sharp writes : 

There have been reports in the past that Queen Juliana has been under 
Third Way and pacifist influence, but these have largely been overlooked 
by the sensation caused by her association with a faith healer. 

There have been unconfirmed reports that the great to-do about the 
faith healer, Greet Hofman, has been a smoke screen for the real reasons 
behind reported moves to force this “ conscientious objector ” Queen to 
abdicate. There are also reports that she has by various ways shown her 

__ sympathies with the pacifist movement. 

One of her reported desires is that Holland 
should withdraw 7 from NATO and return to its 
traditional policy of neutrality. It is this, 
especially, which is reported to have brought 
certain circles to favour her abdication. 


main a civilian ” meeting organised to make 
known the rights of conscientious objectors. 
Speakers were Eh*. Walter Lidl, MP, Arno 
Behrisch and Arlo Tatum, International 
Secretary of the War Resisters’ International. 


stop rearmament is to lessen the danger of Afterwards a delegation of pacifists, socialists 


war ”; “ We will die neither for roubles nor 
for dollars,” and “Mothers, how long will 
you go on senselessly sacrificing your sons?” 
others were carried through the streets. 


and trade unionists asked the Mayor to “ set¬ 
up four public advice centres where all who 
wish to make use of the right of conscien¬ 
tious objection shall be given every 


gods wish to destroy they first make mad. The 
Prime Minister seems to be the maddest man 
in a mad world. 

“ By his intervention in Egypt he is not only 
confirming the worst opinions the Arab world 
has held about us and fatally undermining the 
whole structure of the UN, but endangering the 
peace of the world. 

“ There is no justification whatsoever for 
armed intervention inth e Middle East on any 
showing except that, haunted by the ghosts of 
Munich and bedevilled by a fear of Nasser, the 
Government has been determined to have a 
war on some pretext. 

“The Peace Pledge Union has constantly 
urged that the Suez Canal crisis must be seen 
in the wider setting of the Middle East conflict ; 
that steps should be taken to solve the Arab- 
Israel dispute before any fatal move was made 
and that to help relieve tension adequate assist¬ 
ance should be given to raise the living standards 
of the people in the Middle East. 

“ The Government has preferred violence to 
negotiation, and guns to butter. 

“ The pacifist movement must continue to say 
No to war and every pacifist should repudiate 
the action of the British Government, and by 
letters to the Prime Minister, local MP, 
and the Press take the lead in making as vocal 
as possible the opposition to Government policy 
and the demand for the Prime Minister’s resig¬ 
nation.” 

FENNER BROCKWAY, MP, told Peace News 
on Wednesday : “ The policy of the Government 
is just wicked madness. It means war with 
Egypt, and almost certainly with the whole Arab 
world.” _ 

A public meeting “ Suez and After,” will 
be held by the Peace Pledge Union in Glasgow 
on Sunday, November 11. Speakers, in the St. 
Andrew’s (Kent) Hall at 7.30, will be Campbell 
Wilkie and Stuart Morris. 


STOP THE WAR! 

Meeting organised by the Suez Emergency Committee 

Trafalgar Square 

SUNDAY, Nov. 4-—at 3 p.m. 

NATIONAL SPEAKERS 

Offers of Help to 374 Grays Inn Road, W.C.I. Tel: TER 1078 
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VICTIMS OF POWER 


r |^HE Western Powers are apparently convinced that the people 
of Hungary can be helped by their efforts to bring the 
Hungarians 9 plight before the United Nations Security Council as 
a means of giving expression to world opinion. 

Side by side with this view, is the unanimous and unquestioned view 
that the peoples of Eastern Europe cannot be helped by the intervention 
of Western arms and that any such attempt would be likely to extend 
the area of the slaughter. 

There is, however, no disposition by persons like Mr. Dulles who 
hold that view, to draw the retrospective moral that is involved. This 
would mean a condemnation of the policies hitherto followed by the West. 

It is necessary to observe, however, that the current adventures in 
freedom in Eastern Europe have only become possible when the “thaw” 
has succeeded the harshness of the cold war, when the peoples of Eastern 
Europe are able to set aside their earlier fears that they might be attacked 
by the West. 

The conditions in Eastern Europe have, of course, been a result of 
the character of the Stalin regime. We do not minimise the evil character 
of the deeds of that regime. 

However, the most important factor that made it possible for the 
Stalin regime to continue was the fear of those who submitted to it that 
they were living under the menace of the hostile forces of militaristic 
capitalism. 

If the lifting of this sense of fear had not had to wait for the “ thaw,” 
which followed the Powers realising that with the manufacture of the 
H-bomb they had reached a stalemate, but rather had taken place because 
of the wisdom of the Western Governments, the events in Eastern Europe 
might have been different. 

Without the West’s military threat, we might have seen earlier moves 
towards their freedom by the oppressed peoples of Eastern Europe. A great 
deal of human suffering would have been saved. 

ic ic 

j^VEN now those who think in terms of a struggle for power have 
not faced the fact that the 44 thaw ” has to become a permanent 
factor in the dealings of nation with nation, and that this new and 
overwhelming circumstance in human history can only be ignored 
at the risk of human destruction. 

The past year’s events have occurred under the fundamentally changed 
circumstances in the world. These were recognised and registered in the 
Geneva meetings, when it had to be faced that the development of the 
H-bomb had created a permanent impasse in the power struggle. 


The world s statesmen are conscious of this, but they act upon it only 
reluctantly and with vacillation. 

What is necessary is the formulation of policies that take full account 
of this cardinal transformation that has come about in regard to man’s 
destiny. 

★ ic 

f FHE first thing that has to be recognised if we are to survive is 



TF the events in Poland and 
1 Hungary had not been so largely 
occupying our attention, what has 
happened in North Africa would have 
figured in the news as a matter of 
first international importance. It is 
too early to say what will be the out¬ 
come but it is possible that the French 
may become involved in war through¬ 
out the whole area of North Africa. 

The air kidnapping of five Algerian 
nationalist leaders by the French 
military in Algeria is supposed to 
have been carried out without 
authority from Paris. 

They had just been the guests of 
•he sovereign Sultan of Morocco for 
joint consultations in the endeavour 
to bring about negotiations with the 
French for ending the Algerian war¬ 
fare. 

Now they were on the way to 
similar consultations with the Premier 
of sovereign Tunisia, for the same 
purpose. If not de jure, they were, 
therefore, in fact on a sort of diplo¬ 
matic mission. 

The French military in Algeria, 
egged on by the colons and full of 
self-importance on account of their 
recent successes against the rebels, 
may have been congenitally or wil¬ 
fully blind to the fact that they were 
committing not only an outrage but 
also an outrageous stupidity. 

Paris, however, ought to have 
known better than to approve and to 
allow the detention of the Algerians 
under arrest. 

Instead, it was proud enough of its 
military’s achievement to allow photo¬ 
graphs of the five men, handcuffed, 
to go out for world distribution. 

Stupid or vicious ? 

nPHE only decent factor in the situa- 
A tion is the resignation of 
Monsieur Savary, the Minister in 
charge of Moroccan and Tunisian 
Affairs. 

Apart from this, the other im¬ 
mediate effect has been that the 
Sultan of Morocco and the Premier 
of Tunisia are both equally enraged 
at the contempt implied towards them 
in the French action, and that rela¬ 
tions between the two newly sovereign 
vStates and France are now worse than 


Socialist conceptions have suffered 
greatly from the evils that have be¬ 
come associated with them in Russia 
under Stalin. 

It seems that they are to be further 
besmirched through French “socialist” 
operations under M. Mollet. 

Limited hanging 

jTkESPITE the fact that there has 
been no execution in Britain for 
over a year, and that the House of 
Commons has by resolution and later 
by support of a private Bill affirmed 
its belief that capital punishment 
should now be abolished in Great 
Britain, the Government has refused 
to act on that affirmation, justifying 
its action by the fact that the House 
of Lords contradicted the decisions 
of the House of Commons. 

The Prime Minister has now an¬ 
nounced his intention to introduce, in 
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prohibited the publication of articles, 
pictures and leaflets containing any 
criticism, “ insinuations or insults ” 
directed at the President, the Vice- 
President or Government Officials. 

Violations of the decree are punish¬ 
able by a year’s imprisonment or a 
fine up to 10,000 rupiahs. 

In spite of the Indonesian 
Journalists Association’s denunciation 
of the decree as a gross encroachment 
on Press freedom, it remains in force; 
and two Indonesian editors who were 
in Switzerland at the time it was 
promulgated, attending a congress 
with Dutch journalists for the mutual 
improvement of Press relations, were 
ordered by the military to return for 
questioning. 

Informed of the order, both an¬ 
nounced that the Army would have 
to wait a little while because on their 
way home they intended to pay a 
visit to Israel. 


A Igeria 
Hanging 
Indonesia 
Germany 
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the next Parliamentary session, a Bill 
which will be designed to ensure the 
retention of the death penalty in the 
law of this land, but to limit its use. 

We must await the Bill before 
making any presumptions about its 
content, but the fact that an effort 
will be made to retain the death 
penalty is sufficient to ensure an in¬ 
teresting and lively Parliamentary 
battle. 

Pass it again ? 

|i,TR. SILVERMAN may well find a 
new opportunity to re-introduce 
his private Bill, and as this has al¬ 
ready passed the House of Commons 
once, and been rejected by the Lords, 
it need only pass the Commons again 
to be proof against any further inter¬ 
ference by the Lords. 

It will not be beyond the wit of 
Mr. Silverman to ensure this success, 

u.. u.. .. *.. u 


No free trial 

rpHE second disturbing event was 
A the series of students’ and mob 
demonstrations in the trial of the 
Dutch ex-Captain Schmidt for sub¬ 
versive activities. In one of these 
demonstrations Mrs. Bouman, the 
defence counsel, narrowly escaped 
injury. 

The mob wanted to “ get at her ” 
merely because she was presenting the 
defence. 

The Public Prosecutor himself said 
in his final speech that he considered 
the primary charges “ not proven ” 
and asked for a sentence of fifteen 
years’ imprisonment on secondary 
charges. 

In the meantime the mob demon¬ 
strations continued to the extent that 
the Government had to prohibit one 
particular mass demonstration plan¬ 
ned for a few days before the verdict 
was to be announced, and had to take 
extraordinary precautions for the day 
itself. 

When the Judge announced his 
decision (there is no jury), he sen¬ 
tenced Schmidt to imprisonment for 
life in disregard of the Public Prose¬ 
cutor’s request for the lighter fifteen 
years’ sentence. 




















Has succeeded tiie narsiiness ot tne cold war, wnen me peoples or t^asiem 
Europe are able to set aside their earlier fears that they might be attacked 
by the West. 


The conditions in Eastern Europe have, of course, been a result of 
the character of the Stalin regime. We do not minimise the evil character 
of the deeds of that regime. 

However, the most important factor that made it possible for the 
Stalin regime to continue was the fear of those who submitted to it that 
they were living under the menace of the hostile forces of militaristic 
capitalism. 

If the lifting of this sense of fear had not had to wait for the “ thaw,’* 
which followed the Powers realising that with the manufacture of the 
H-bomb they had reached a stalemate, but rather had taken place because 
of the wisdom of the Western Governments, the events in Eastern Europe 
might have been different. 

Without the West’s military threat, we might have seen earlier moves 
towards their freedom by the oppressed peoples of Eastern Europe. A great 
deal of human suffering would have been saved. 


JfjVEN now those who think in terms of a struggle for power have 
not faced the fact that the “ thaw ” has to become a permanent 
factor in the dealings of nation with nation, and that this new and 
overwhelming circumstance in human history can only be ignored 
at the risk of human destruction. 


The past year’s events have occurred under the fundamentally changed 
circumstances in the world. These were recognised and registered in the 
Geneva meetings, when it had to be faced that the development of the 
H-bomb had created a permanent impasse in the power struggle. 

The world’s statesmen are conscious of this, hut they act upon it only 
reluctantly and with vacillation. 

What is necessary is the formulation of policies that take full account 
of this cardinal transformation that has come about in regard to man’s 
destiny. 
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rjpHE first tiling that has to be recognised if we are to survive is 
that the power struggle—recognised as too dangerous to be 
continued—must be abandoned, and that man must find other ways 
of dealing with his neighbours than fear and domination. 

For Russia the immediate change should be a recognition that because 
of the past demands of its military poleicy its satellite peoples who have 
had to feed the demands of that policy are in the position of under¬ 
developed countries. 

Russia could do something to atone for the tragic errors of the past 
and revolutionise world relationships if she were to decide that all the 
effort she has hitherto put into defence and domination can now be directed 
to welfare. 

This would mean offers of adequate help, completely without 44 strings,” 
to set Poland, Hungary and the other Warsaw Pact countries on their feet 
independently of the type of political system and economy they care to 
adopt. 

The West, in its turn, should radically reconstruct its attitude to 
Europe and realise that what is needed in Eastern Europe is the assurance 
of peace that can be built on a neutrality accepted by both sides. 

In such circumstances the West could also bring help to the peoples 
at present within the Russian orbit without it being regarded as a cold 
war measure. 

When once the demands of “ 4 power ” are abandoned there will be 
ample resources to remedy the penury to which the policies of both sides 
have reduced these peoples. 


to bring about negotiations with the 
French for ending the Algerian war¬ 
fare. 


Now they were on the way to 
similar consultations with the Premier 
of sovereign Tunisia, for the same 
purpose. If not de jure, they were, 
therefore, in fact on a sort of diplo¬ 
matic mission. 


Stupid or vicious ? 


^PHE only decent factor in the situa- 
tion is the resignation of 

Monsieur Savary, the Minister in 
charge of Moroccan and Tunisian 
Affairs. 

Apart from this, the other im¬ 
mediate effect has been that the 
Sultan of Morocco and the Premier 
of Tunisia are both equally enraged 
at the contempt implied towards them 
in the French action, and that rela¬ 
tions between the two newly sovereign 
States and France are now worse than 
anyone could have expected them to 
become so soon after the grant of 
independence. 

The observer has the choice of two 
explanations for the French Govern¬ 
ment’s extraordinary behaviour. 

It has either shown itself incredibly 
stupid on this occasion, or it is pursu¬ 
ing a deeply vicious policy: stupid, 
if for the sake of keeping the Paris 
Cabinet together, it is disregarding 
the inevitable consequences these 
kidnapping arrests will have in 
Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia; deeply 
vicious, if calculating on these effects, 
it is deliberately provoking them in 
order to produce that general North- 
African uprising which might well 
lead to NATO assistance for France 
in a war throwing Egypt and the 
Middle-East into the melting-pot. 

The worst aspect of this affair is 
that although it was apparently not 
initiated at the instance of the Mollet 
Government, M. Mollet has accepted 
and acquiesced in it. 


Key to South African freedom 


^T^HE three British Protectorates in By FENNER BROCKWAY M.P. That is not an example to the South 

A South Africa are of the first im- * African Union ; it accepts the basis 

portance in the strategy of the Seretse can play a progressive part of racial separation. Only democratic 

stnumle for human equality. Two— in the momentous political and inter-racialism with eaual riehts for 


10 aci on mai amrmauon, justiiying 
its action by the fact that the House 
of Lords contradicted the decisions 
of the House of Commons, 

The Prime Minister has now an¬ 
nounced his intention to introduce, in 
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The French military in Algeria, 
egged on by the colons and full of 
self-importance on account of their 
recent successes against the rebels, 
may have been congenitally or wil¬ 
fully blind to the fact that they were 
committing not only an outrage but 
also an outrageous stupidity. 

Paris, however, ought to .have 
known better than to approve and to 
allow the detention of the Algerians 
under arrest. 

Instead, it was proud enough of its 
military’s achievement to allow photo¬ 
graphs of the five men, handcuffed, 
to go out for world distribution. 


Algeria 

Hanging 

Indonesia 


Germany 
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the next Parliamentary session, a Bill 
which will be designed to ensure the 
retention of the death penalty in the 
law of this land, but to limit its use. 

We must await the Bill before 
making any presumptions about its 
content, but the fact that an effort 
will be made to retain the death 
penalty is sufficient to ensure an in¬ 
teresting and lively Parliamentary 
battle. 


Pass it again ? 


"JMTR. SILVERMAN may well find a 
new opportunity to re-introduce 
his private Bill, and as this has al¬ 
ready passed the House of Commons 
once, and been rejected by the Lords, 
it need only pass the Commons again 
to be proof against any further inter¬ 
ference by the Lords. 

It will not be beyond the wit of 
Mr. Silverman to ensure this success, 
if he can have a chance to bring in 
the Bill at all. 

Unless some of the supporters of 
abolition who sit on the Government 
side of the House waver in their sup¬ 
port, or feel that the Government’s 
own Bill meets most of their case, 
there is every possibility of success 
for Mr. Silverman in getting a fresh 
Bill through the House. 

If abolition does not come by this 
means, however, the Government’s 
own Bill, however mild the compro¬ 
mise it embodies, may not have an 
easy passage. Amendments can 
he moved by abolitionists to render 
the Bill innocuous, and while the 
Whips will be on for a Government 
measure, abstention on matters of 
conscience cannot he forbidden, and, 
of course, the Whips can also be put 
on by the Opposition. 

The obvious intention to remove all 
possibility of total abolition by the 
introduction of a compromise Bill 
may, therefore, not be achieved. 

This is the moment for those who 
support abolition of capital punish¬ 
ment not to weaken but rather to 
increase their efforts. The next few 
months will settle the matter one way 
or another for a very long time. 


Free Pres* 


uiucreu oy me military to return tor 
questioning. 

Informed of the order, both an¬ 
nounced that the Army would have 
to wait a little while because on their 
way home they intended to pay a 
visit to Israel. 

No free trial 

r|THE second disturbing event was 
A tlie series of students’ and mob 
demonstrations in the trial of the 
Dutch ex-Captain Schmidt for sub¬ 
versive activities. In one of these 
demonstrations Mrs. Bouman, the 
defence counsel, narrowly escaped 
injury. 

The mob wanted to “ get at her ” 
merely because she was presenting the 
defence. 

The Public Prosecutor himself said 
in his final speech that he considered 
the primary charges “ not proven ” 
and asked for a sentence of fifteen 
years’ imprisonment on secondary 
charges. 

In the meantime the mob demon¬ 
strations continued to the extent that 
the Government had to prohibit one 
particular mass demonstration plan¬ 
ned for a few days before the verdict 
was to he announced, and had to take 
extraordinary precautions for the day 
itself. 

When the Judge announced his 
decision (there is no jury), he sen¬ 
tenced Schmidt to imprisonment for 
life in disregard of the Public Prose¬ 
cutor’s request for the lighter fifteen 
years’ sentence. 

The conclusion seems unavoidable 
that the Indonesian military authori¬ 
ties have as yet little understanding of 
the meaning of democracy, and the 
people at large little appreciation of 
the independence of the machinery 
of justice. 

A neutral 
Germany ? 

HpHE Soviet reply to the West Ger¬ 
man note on reunification con¬ 
tains a reference to Poland which 
has been given greater significance 
by the recent developments. 

A Russo-German alliance based on 
the unification of Germany and 
the partition and dismemberment of 
Poland, involving the restoration to 
Germany of the “ lost territories ” 
has always been one of the possi¬ 
bilities. The Soviet Union, in now 
apparently rejecting the principle of 
free elections, has offered to mediate 
between the West and East German 
Governments, and the more temper¬ 
ate language of the reply is en¬ 
couraging the opposition in West 
Germany to suggest that constructive 
negotiations are now possible. 

In the changed situation, not only 
does the solution of the German 
problem on the lines of a reunified 






continoed—must be abandoned, and that man must find other ways 
of dealing with his neighbours than fear and domination. 

For Russia the immediate change should be a recognition that because 
of the past demands of its military poleicy its satellite peoples who have 
had to feed the demands of that policy are in the position of under¬ 
developed countries. 

Russia could do something to atone for the tragic errors of the past 
and revolutionise world relationships if she were to decide that all the 
effort she has hitherto put into defence and domination can now be directed 
to welfare. 

This would mean offers of adequate help, completely without " strings,” 
to set Poland, Hungary and the other Warsaw Pact countries on their feet 
independently of the type of political system and economy they care to 
adopt. 

The West, in its turn, should radically reconstruct its attitude to 
Europe and realise that what is needed in Eastern Europe is the assurance 
of peace that can be built on a neutrality accepted by both sides. 

In such circumstances the West could also bring help to the peoples 
at present within the Russian orbit without it being regarded as a cold 
war measure. 

When once the demands of " power ” are abandoned there will be 
ample resources to remedy the penury to which the policies of both sides 
have reduced these peoples. 


become so soon arter the grant or 
independence. 

The observer has the choice of two 
explanations for the French Govern¬ 
ment’s extraordinary behaviour. 

It has either shown itself incredibly 
stupid on this occasion, or it is pursu¬ 
ing a deeply vicious policy: stupid, 
if for the sake of keeping the Paris 
Cabinet together, it is disregarding 
the inevitable consequences these 
kidnapping arrests will have in 
Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia; deeply 
vicious, if calculating on these effects, 
it is deliberately provoking them in 
order to produce that general North- 
African uprising which might well 
lead to NATO assistance for France 
in a war throwing Egypt and the 
Middle-East into the melting-pot. 

The worst aspect of this affair is 
that although it was apparently not 
initiated at the instance of the Mollet 
Government, M. Mollet has accepted 
and acquiesced in it. 


Key to South African freedom 


r PHE three British Protectorates in 
South Africa are of the first im¬ 
portance in the strategy of the 
struggle for human equality. Two— 
Basutoland and Swaziland—are terri¬ 
tories within the race-divided South 
African Union. 

Bechuanaland lies between the 
Union and Southern Rhodesia, which 
also practises much racial discrimina¬ 
tion and segregation. 

A British Government planning to 
end the colour bar would strive to 
make the Protectorates examples of 
African opportunity and equality. 

I can think of nothing which would 
do more to break down discrimina¬ 
tion in the Union and Southern 
Rhodesia. 

Unhappily for six years Bechuana¬ 
land, because of the banishment of 
Seretse Khama, has been regarded 
throughout Africa and even in distant 
parts of the world as a symbol of the 
colour bar. 

Seretse and Ruth Khama have now 
been allowed to return, though as 
private citizens. 

SERETSE WAS RIGHT 

I have no doubt that Seretse was 
right to accept this limitation for two 
reasons. 

First, because with the growth of 
democracy chieftainships are becom¬ 
ing of less significance. 

Second, because the discovery of 
minerals in Bechuanaland will create 
such big economic issues that tradi¬ 
tional status will no longer dominate 
the people’s minds. 


By FENNER BROCKWAY N.P. 

Seretse can play a progressive part 
in the momentous political and 
economic changes which are ap¬ 
proaching. 

These political and economic 
developments are not particular to 
Bechuanaland. They also affect 
Basutoland and Swaziland. 

If they are treated on courageous 
new lines the maintenance of 
apartheid in the South Africa Union 
will be very difficult. 

In answer to questions which Mr. 
Anthony Wedgwood Benn and I put 
in the House of Commons last week. 
Commander Alan Noble, of the Com¬ 
monwealth Relations Office, said that 
it is the policy of the British Govern¬ 
ment to encourage representative 
institutions in the Protectorates, but at 
present only on a local level. 

He said the formation of Legisla¬ 
tive Councils would be premature. 

That is always said by the British 
Government when democratic legisla¬ 
tures are first demanded by dependent 
peoples. 

% TTtere are now both African and 
European Advisory Councils in the 
three territories, but this will not 
satisfy the peoples for long. 

The Basutos, organised in a strong 
National Congress, are already 
demanding an elected Legislature, 
and it is likely that they will be given 
some executive power in strictly 
Basuto matters. 

But it is still the policy of the 
Government to say “ Hands Off ” on 
any issues which affect Europeans. 


That is not an example to the South 
African Union ; it accepts the basis 
of racial separation. Only democratic 
inter-racialism with equal rights for 
people as human beings will challenge 
apartheid. 

The peoples of the Protectorates 
have the great fear that they will be 
incorporated in the Union. 

How sensitive they are to this 
danger is shown by the strong pro¬ 
tests being made in Basutoland and 
Swaziland against the appointment of 
two South African bom Resident 
Commissioners. 

CONSULTATION NOT ENOUGH 

Britain is pledged not to hand over 
the Protectorates without consulta¬ 
tion, but “ consultation ” is not 
enough: the Africans of Central 
Africa were handed over to European 
domination after consultation, but not 
with consent. 

The peoples of the Protectorates 
are beginning to realise that only 
when they have self-government will 
they be able to refuse consent 
absolutely. They will do that so long 
as apartheid persists in the Union. 

The Protectorates are now on the 
eve of economic developments which 
make political progress more urgent. 
Otherwise they will find themselves 
under foreign industrial domination. 

Uranium and diamonds have been 
found in Basutoland, iron ore in 
Swaziland, varied minerals in Bechu¬ 
analand. Concessions are now being 
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Unless some of the supporters of 
abolition who sit on the Government 
side of the House waver in their sup¬ 
port, or feel that the Government’s 
own Bill meets most of their case, 
there is every possibility of success 
for Mr. Silverman in getting a fresh 
Bill through the House. 

If abolition does not come by this 
means, however, the Government’s 
own Bill, however mild the compro¬ 
mise it embodies, may not have an 
easy passage. Amendments can 
he moved by abolitionists to render 
the Bill innocuous, and while the 
Whips will be on for a Government 
measure, abstention on matters of 
conscience cannot be forbidden, and, 
of course, the Whips can also be put 
on by the Opposition. 

The obvious intention to remove all 
possibility of total abolition by the 
introduction of a compromise Bill 
may, therefore, not be achieved. 

This is the moment for those who 
support abolition of capital punish¬ 
ment not to weaken but rather to 
increase their efforts. The next few 
months will settle the matter one way 
or another for a very long time. 

Free Pres# 
threatened 

TWO recent happenings in Indo¬ 
nesia are causing anxiety among 
defenders of freedom and justice. 

One is that an “ emergency decree ” 
issued in the middle of September by 
the Chief-of-Staff of the Army has 


that the Indonesian military authori¬ 
ties have as yet little understanding of 
the meaning of democracy, and the 
people at large little appreciation of 
the independence of the machinery 
of justice. 

A neutral 
Germany ? 

rjPHE Soviet reply to the West Ger¬ 
man note on reunification con¬ 
tains a reference to Poland which 
has been given greater significance 
by the recent developments. 

A Russo-German alliance based on 
the unification of Germany and 
the partition and dismemberment of 
Poland, involving the restoration to 
Germany of the “ lost territories ” 
has always been one of the possi¬ 
bilities. The Soviet Union, in now 
apparently rejecting the principle of 
free elections, has offered to mediate 
between the West and East German 
Governments, and the more temper¬ 
ate language of the reply is en¬ 
couraging the opposition in West 
Germany to suggest that constructive 
negotiations are now possible. 

In the changed situation, not only 
does the solution of the German 
problem on the lines of a reunified 
but disarmed and neutral Germany 
become more than ever desirable, but 
the possibility of the extension of 
the neutral area to include the for¬ 
mer Russian satellite States as well 
as the reunited Germany, and even 
Scandinavia and Switzerland should 
be seriously considered. 


From the Editor’s Notebook 


‘We are not amused” 

T HAVE received an invitation to 
A see the Home Office film about 
the hydrogen bomb. The letter con¬ 
cludes : 

“ For your further entertainment 
there will also be a feature film and 
a cartoon.” 

The italics are mine. 

Publicity for camps 
DY no means an unimportant aspect 
of international work camps is 
the publicity given to this form of 
peace activity in the local press. 

The Salisbury Times recently ended 
a long report of the International 
Voluntary Service for Peace project 
at the Cheshire Home for the chronic 
sick at Tisbury with these words: 

“ One could not help feeling on 
leaving the polyglot assembly, eating, 
joking and discussing around the meal 
table, that if only people as unin¬ 
hibited as these gathered around the 
table at which the destinies of the 
nations were determined, there would 
be little left of the major problems 


which beset the governments of the 
countries they had left to work to¬ 
gether for the Cheshire Mission.” 

No room for MP 

TT’S always good to see ourselves as 
A others see us, especially when 
others see us more virtuous than we 
really are. 

When Mr. H. B. Chipembere, an 
African MP returned to Nyasaland 
after six weeks in Britain he told 
the Nyasaland Times: 

“ If there is any colour bar in 
Britain it exists on a very small scale 
and would not be felt.” 

He was apparently comparing his 
experiences in Britain with what hap¬ 
pened when he had to stay the nignt 
in Salisbury, Southern Rhodesia on 
the way home. 

“ I was denied hotel accommoda¬ 
tion, because the hotel which pas¬ 
sengers travelling by air put up at 
would not just let an African in.” 

This news was below a bold head¬ 
line in the Nyasaland Times : “No 
colour bar in U.K.” 






| " it would indeed be a great service to the | 

| Iraqi people if someone , or a delegation , g 
| could go to Iraq and investigate zmmelitioms | 
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Prison house of democracy 
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CELEBRATING WITH A 
GIFT TO PN 

AT 7.45 a.m. each morning 
Herr Brinkman, our faith¬ 
ful 80 - year - old part - time 
worker starts opening and 
sorting the heavy mail which 
comes into Peace News. 

_ And so It is that when the 

FUND I rest of the staff arrive they 
[ VATj?$7* 0 are greeted with such cheering 

-_ words as “There’s a delightful 

letter this morning from . . .” 

As I write I have a batch of these letters by 



By H. ZAKI 

S INCE August, 1954, Iraq has been a large prison house run by 
dictator Nuri es Said Pasha with the help of the secret police 
and British “ advisers.” Yet the London Times (October 16) has the 
audacity to call Nuri’s regime as the most progressive and stable in 
the Middle East. ;-— 

was the one that gave the Government the 


The plain fact is that except for a 
brief period of two months in 1954, 
there has not been any political 
democracy in Iraq since 1930, when 
Iraq became “ independent 99 after sign¬ 
ing a treaty of w equality ” with Great 
Britain. 

Elections have always been a joke. 
They are faked and police-supervised to 
ensure the election of only the most 
loyal elements to the Parliament. 

it was after a great amount of agitation and 
pressure that the opposition groups were able 
to obtain free elections in Iraq in June 1954. 

And in spite of the fact that six members of 
the National Front (a united front of the 
National Democratic Party, the Independence 
Party, the Peace Partisans, and the Communist 
Party) were arrested only five days before the 
elections, an opposition bloc of 36 members 
(12 of them being National Front Candidates), 
emerged in a Chamber of 135 Deputies. 

The emergence of the opposition was a dis¬ 
turbing factor as the Baghdad Pact was in the 
mind of the ruling clique. Consequently the 
colonial circles brought their most loyal and 
oldest servant, General Nuri es Said, to take 
the reins of the Government. 

Heigin oi_ terror 

Immediately on taking office in August, 
1954, Nuri dissolved the Parliament, ordered 
fresh elections, and two weeks before the 
elections were due he issued three Royal 


right to deprive a person of his citizenship. 

Fifteen of the leading Iraqi nationalists were 
made a victim of this decree. Two of them 
were Iraq’s most famous lawyers, who had to 
migrate to Turkey after having failed to obtain 
permission to go to India, Syria, or Great 
Britain. 

However, despite the most brutal acts of 
repression, the opposition’s voice has not been 
silenced. 

IJUfO forested 

On the eve of the Turco-Iraqi Pact, the 
Turkish Premier Menderes was greeted in 
Baghdad with a protest demonstration and 
rotten eggs and tomatoes. 

On June 28, 1955, the offices of the Baath 
Socialist Party were raided. 1,500 people were 
arrested on that day, 100 of them being 
Baath members. 

On October 18, 1955, the leaders of the 
former National Democratic Party—-Chidarchi, 
Hadid and Jamil—and of the Independence 
Party—Kubba, Sammariy and Shanshal—pre¬ 
sented a memorandum to the King warning 
him of the dangerous consequences that might 
arise as a result of the suppression of popular 
liberties, and the violation of the Iraqi Con¬ 
stitution by the Nuri Government. 

A fortnight later another memorandum was 
presented by Salah Jabur, a former Prime 
Minister of Iraq, in which he said that the 
Government had violated many established 
principles of the Iraqi Constitution. 

aociincf i:u — 


to the King by 142 leading citizens of Iraq, of 
diverse political views, lawyers, doctors, 
engineers, businessmen, teachers, and literary 
figures. 

This memorandum supported the two 
memorandums presented earlier by the 
National Democratic and Istiqlal parties. It 
advised the King to abandon the Baghdad 
Pact. 

In Parliament, in spite of all the efforts of 
the dictator Nuri and his police regime, a 
few voices have echoed the popular senti¬ 
ment. 

Ex-Premier Salah Jabur and Abdul Mahdi 
have criticised the Baghdad Pact in the 
Senate and have pointed out that its ratifica¬ 
tion through the Parliament has been secured 
through illegal means. 

Nasrat-al Farisi, a former Minister, and ex- 
Premier Nuril Din Mahmoud have pointed 
out the miserable and unbearable economic and 
political conditions that have been caused by 
the Pact. 

In the House, Al-Mukhtar has spoken against 
the Iraqi treaty with Britain, while Ismail Al- 
Ghanim has criticised the suspension of the 
diplomatic relations with the Soviet Union. 

He has also said that the Iraqi Foreign 
Ministry is just a branch of the British 
Foreign Office. 

Other members of the Parliament who have 
spoken against the Government are: Sami 
Bashalim, Hassan Abdul Rahman, Abdul Gani, 
and Jamal Umer Nadmi. 

Arrests and boycott 

Pachachi, a former Premier, declined to 
attend a Party to celebrate the anniversary, 
given by the Turkish Consulate, saying that the 
Pact had divided the Arab people ,and as such 
he was opposed to it. 


A reader from New York, with a special 
interest in China, sends $50 for the fund and 
says : “. . . you cannot imagine my joy upon 
reading Leslie Hale’s article on September 21. 
So I am celebrating the happy event ...” 

A young reader from Cheshire : “ I am giving 
this £1 to the PN Fund instead of buying a 
gramophone record with it. Music means a lot 
to me, but Peace means even more.” 

From a husband and wife, also in the North 
of England : “ Enclosed is a cheque for £4 . . . 
my husband has had a little windfall so we are 
dividing it between you and the Central Board 
for Conscientious Objectors. We are in the 
over-seventies and feel like your American cor¬ 
respondent, Clara Burroughs (this column 
October 5), that PN must continue . . ” 

I’m sure the fact that these letters are opened 
by y and give joy to, a man who in 1918 was to 
have been hanged as a “traitor” (Herr Brinkman 
be-friended British prisoners-of-war in Germany 
and escaped death only by the collapse of the 
Kaiser’s regime) ought to provide a text for this 
week’s PN Fund appeal. But I’ll leave you with 
the text. We still need— 

£553 bg Dec. 31 

THE EDITOR. 

ContribufTbns since October 19 : £96 5s. 9d 
Total since January 1, 1956 : £2,446 4s. 3d. 

Anonymous contributions gratefully ack¬ 
nowledged: Threepenny pieces from Yorks., 
6s.; E. H. Heyworth, 15s.; Cambridge, £5. 

Please make cheques, etc., payable to Peace 
News Ltd., and address them to Lady Clare 
Annesley. Joint Treasurer, Peace News, 3 
Blackstock Road, London, NA. 
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dictator Nuri es Said Pasha with the help of the secret police 
and British “ advisers.” Yet the London Times (October 16) has the 
audacity to call Nuri’s regime as the most progressive and stable in 
the Middle East. 


UIC l\uig uy ICilUlIlg citizens 

diverse political views 




The plain fact is that except for a 
brief period of two months in 1954, 
there has not been any political 
democracy in Iraq since 1930, when 
Iraq became 46 independent 99 after sign¬ 
ing a treaty of 44 equality ” with Great 
Britain, 


Elections have always been a joke. 
They are faked and police-supervised to 
ensure the election of only the most 
loyal elements to (he Parliament. 

It was after a great amount of agitation and 
pressure that the opposition groups were able 
to obtain free elections in Iraq in June 1954. 

And in spite of the fact that six members of 
the National Front (a united front of the 
National Democratic Party, the Independence 
Party, the Peace Partisans, and the Communist 
Party) were arrested only five days before the 
elections, an opposition bloc of 36 members 
(12 of them being National Front Candidates), 
emerged in a Chamber of 135 Deputies. 

The emergence of the opposition was a dis¬ 
turbing factor as the Baghdad Pact was in the 
mind of the ruling clique. Consequently the 
colonial circles brought their most loyal and 
oldest servant, General Nuri es Said, to take 
the reins of the Government. 


iteiyn terror 


Immediately on taking office in August, 
1954, Nuri dissolved the Parliament, ordered 
fresh elections, and two weeks before the 
elections were due he issued three Royal 
Decrees “ to fight the Communist conspiracies.” 
National Democratic Party boycotted the elec¬ 
tions, and on September 2, 1954, it was ordered 
to be dissolved. 

The election results in such circumstances 
were a foregone conclusion: 111 nominees of 
Nuri were returned unopposed, and another 23 
as a result of elections. 

Only such a “ packed ” Parliament could 
endorse the Baghdad Pact idea ! 

The first act of this Parliament was to 
order the dissolution of the existing political 
parties, the sports clubs and the student 
unions. 





On the eve of the Turco-Iraqi Pact, the 
Turkish Premier Menderes was greeted in 
Baghdad with a protest demonstration and 
rotten eggs and tomatoes. 


To enforce the Baghdad Pact all freedoms 
had to be curbed. Thus a reign of terror 
began. In November over 300 newspapers 
and periodicals were asked to dose down. 

But the most daring and inhuman decree 


The Communist front Peace Partisans 
published a circular addressed to the repre¬ 
sentatives of the Arab and other foreign 
countries, press, political parties, and the 
United Nations, speaking against the Govern¬ 
ment’s military-pacts policy. 

On January 17, 1956, a petition was presented 


political views, lawyers, doctors, 
engineers, businessmen, teachers, and literary 
figures. 
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Fifteen of the leading Iraqi nationalists were 
made a victim of this decree. Two of them 
were Iraq’s most famous lawyers, who had to 
migrate to Turkey after having failed to obtain 
permission to go to India, Syria, or Great 
Britain. 


This memorandum supported the two 
memorandums presented earlier by the 
National Democratic and Istiqlal parties. It 
advised the King to abandon the Baghdad 
Pact. 


In Parliament, in spite of all the efforts of 
the dictator Nuri and his police regime, a 
few voices have echoed the popular senti¬ 
ment. 


However, despite the most brutal acts of 
repression, the opposition’s voice has not been 
silenced. 


Ex-Premier Salah Jabur and Abdul Mahdi 
have criticised the Baghdad Pact in the 
Senate and have pointed out that its ratifica¬ 
tion through the Parliament has been secured 
through illegal means. 


Nasrat-al Farisi, a former Minister, and ex- 
Premier Nuril Din Mahmoud have pointed 
out the miserable and unbearable economic and 
political conditions that have been caused by 
the Pact. 


On June 28, 1955, the offices of the Baath 
Socialist Party were raided. 1,500 people were 
arrested on that day, 100 of them being 
Baath members. 


In the House, Al-Mukhtar has spoken against 
the Iraqi treaty with Britain, while Ismail Al- 
Ghanim has criticised the suspension of the 
diplomatic relations with the Soviet Union. 


On October 18, 1955, the leaders of the 
former National Democratic Party-—Chidarchi, 
Hadid and Jamil—and of the Independence 
Party—Kubba, Sammariy and Shanshal—pre¬ 
sented a memorandum to the King warning 
him of the dangerous consequences that might 
arise as a result of the suppression of popular 
liberties, and the violation of the Iraqi Con¬ 
stitution by the Nuri Government. 


He has also said that the Iraqi Foreign 
Ministry is just a branch of the British 
Foreign Office. 


Other members of the Parliament who have 
spoken against the Government are: Sami 
Bashalim, Hassan Abdul Rahman, Abdul Gani, 
and Jamal Umer Nadmi. 


A fortnight later another memorandum was 
presented by Salah Jabur, a former Prime 
Minister of Iraq, in which he said that the 
Government had violated many established 
principles of the Iraqi Constitution. 


Arrests nnd boycott 


He spoke against the suppression of liber¬ 
ties, the bad economic conditions, the harmful 
and dangerous foreign policy, the dissolution 
of the June, 1954, Parliament, and the faked 
Parliament brought through false elections in 
September, 1954. 

In December, 1955, the leaders of the 
National Democratic Party and the Istiqlal 
Party presented another memorandum asking 
for the resignation of Nuri es Said Pasha. 

A petition signed by 700 people from Basra 
was presented to the authorities and it spoke 
against the Baghdad Pact and the Government 
policies. 


Pachachi, a former Premier, declined to 
attend a Party to celebrate the anniversary, 
given by the Turkish Consulate, saying that the 
Pact had divided the Arab people ,and as such 
he was opposed to it. 


In February, nine leading politicians were 
arrested for attempting to form a political 
party, Al-Tahrir (The Liberation Party). 

A party held to celebrate the infamous Pact 
at the Army College of Aviation was boycotted 
by the officers. Out of 180 officers, only eight 
attended it. 


At another celebration of the Pact, the 
officers were brought in lorries to the Baghdad 
Council Hall, under Army escort, as a boycott 
was feared. 


This is not the full story of how the Iraqi 
people are trying to fight the dictatorship and 
the Baghdad Pact. If there had been a good 
measure of political freedom the Iraqi people 
wuld long ago have repudiated the Pact. 

It is the duty of all lovers of freedom, the 
defenders of Human Rights and all who cherish 
world peace to raise their voices in support of 
the struggle of the people of Iraq in their 
fight against the Baghdad Pact. 


IRAQ’S ECONOMIC PROGRAMME; 
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* ... /v/u uhiiiuc iirtcsgme my joy upon 

reading Leslie Hale’s article on September 21. 
So I am celebrating the happy event ...” 

A young reader from Cheshire : “ I am giving 
this £1 to the PN Fund instead of buying a 
gramophone record with it. Music means a lot 
to me, but Peace means even more.” 

From a husband and wife, also in the North 
of England : “ Enclosed is a cheque for £4 . . . 
my husband has had a little windfall so we are 
dividing it between you and the Central Board 
for Conscientious Objectors. We are in the 
over-seventies and feel like your American cor¬ 
respondent, Clara Burroughs (this column 
October 5), that PN must continue . . .” 

I’m sure the fact that these letters are opened 
by, and give joy to, a man who in 1918 was to 
have been hanged as a “traitor” (Herr Brinkman 
be-friended British prisoners-of-war in Germany 
and escaped death only by the collapse of the 
Kaiser’s regime) ought to provide a text for this 
week’s PN Fund appeal. But I’ll leave you with 
the text. We still need— 

£553 by Dec. 31 

THE EDITOR. 

Contribuffbns since October 19 : £96 5s. 9d 
Total since January 1, 1956 : £2,446 4s. 3d. 

Anonymous contributions gratefully ack¬ 
nowledged: Threepenny pieces from Yorks., 
6s.; E. H. Heyworth, 15s.; Cambridge, £5. 

Please make cheques, etc., payable to Peace 
News Ltd., and address them to Lady Clare 
Annesley. Joint Treasurer, Peace News, 3 
Blackstock Road, London, NA. 


: RELIGIOUS NEWS AND VIEWS 
a monthly column by 

- STUART MORRIS 

Middle East 
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^HE religious press has reflected the 
growing demand that there should 
be no war over Suez. ” No force in the 
Suez dispute ” is a heading in the Church 
of England Newspaper. 

The article, however, suggests that the most 
practical contribution has been the Archbishop 
of Canterbury’s plea that there should be no 
warlike act without the support of all political 
parties, which “ would leave a small chink to 
allow the Government to seek authority for 
action in the case of outrages endangering 
British subjects in Egypt.” 

The Archbishop spoke in terms of ex¬ 
pediency, apparently putting political unity 
before Christian peacemaking. 

Indeed the CEN continues “ But let there be 
no doubt about it, even with such provocation 
such action would make our position im¬ 
mensely difficult” 

It also rejects the parallel which the Prime 
Minister makes between the situation in 1938-9 
and now, saying that “ There has been an im¬ 
mense change, not only in the means of war, 
but also in the minds of men about war. It 
cannot be judged in the terms of 1939.” 

The Vatican Radio has emphasised the 
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tions, and on September 2, 1954, it was ordered 
to be dissolved. 


The election results in such circumstances 
were a foregone conclusion: 111 nominees of 
Nuri were returned unopposed, and another 23 
as a result of elections. 

Only such a “ packed ” Parliament could 
endorse the Baghdad Pact idea ! 

The first act of this Parliament was to 
order the dissolution of the existing political 
parties, the sports clubs and the student 
unioas. 

To enforce the Baghdad Pact all freedoms 
had to be curbed. Thus a reign of terror 
began. In November over 300 newspapers 
and periodicals were asked to close down. 

But the most daring and inhuman decree 
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and dangerous foreign policy, the dissolution 
of the June, 1954, Parliament, and the faked 
Parliament brought through false elections in 
September, 1954. 

In December, 1955, the leaders of the 
National Democratic Party and the Istiqlal 
Party presented another memorandum asking 
for the resignation of Nuri es Said Pasha. 

A petition signed by 700 people from Basra 
was presented to the authorities and it spoke 
against the Baghdad Pact and the Government 
policies. 

The Communist front Peace Partisans 
published a circular addressed to the repre¬ 
sentatives of the Arab and other foreign 
countries, press, political parties, and the 
United Nations, speaking against the Govern¬ 
ment’s military-pacts policy. 

On January 17, 1956, a petition was presented 


party, Al-Tahrir (The Liberation Party). 

A party held to celebrate the infamous Pact 
at the Army College of Aviation was boycotted 
by the officers. Out of 180 officers, only eight 
attended it. 


At another celebration of the Pact, the 
officers were brought in lorries to the Baghdad 
Council Hall, under Army escort, as a boycott 
was feared. 

This is not the full story of how the Iraqi 
people are trying to fight the dictatorship and 
the Baghdad Pact. If there had been a good 
measure of political freedom the Iraqi people 
wuld long ago have repudiated the Pact. 


It is the duty of all lovers of freedom, the 
defenders of Human Rights and all who cherish 
world peace to raise their voices in support of 
the struggle of the people of Iraq in their 
fight against the Baghdad Pact. 


IRAQ’S ECONOMIC PROGRAMME: 

Breadcrumbs before freedom 

By BRIJEN K. GUPTA 


“ JRAQ chooses prosperity before 
nationalism,” so runs the headline of 
a special report on Iraq published in the 
London Times of October 16 . 

To those who are by now aware of T he 
Times' orientation, the headline only 
means to say, “ Iraq chooses bread 
crumbs before freedom.” 

Hardly ever before have I read a more dis¬ 
torted account. Though with his tongue in the 
cheek The Times’ Special Correspondent pas¬ 
singly admits that “ police powers and controls 
over the press ” existing in Iraq, “ are alien to 
current liberal thought.” 

Yet he lavishes praise on the regime 
of Nuri es Said, and calls it to be blessed with 
a strong hand, a clear mindedness and pro¬ 
gressive ideas for economic reforms. 

This is the most blatant lie. 

There has been no greater farce in the 
contemporary history than the myth of “ the 
free world.” 

In its name the apologists for imperialism 
have become bedfellows of dictators, Fascists, 
and the most despicable of petty politicians. 

Myth of development 

This is one reason why the Tories have only 
high praise for Nuri es Said, who has suppres¬ 
sed popular liberties in Iraq, thrown the 
political dissidents into prison, perpetuated a 
system of secret police, and distributed political 
and economic power among a dozen oligarchic 
families. 

A partnership in the Baghdad Pact can 

hide a multitude of political sins. 

This is also precisely why Nasser’s regime 
with far less despotic vices, which is without 


oligarchic loyalties, and which is more con¬ 
cerned with nationalism than with bread, is 
decried as a Fascist regime by the Tories. 

The economic development, which is 
reported to be taking place in Iraq, is merely 
a myth, and a propaganda drive to distract 
world opinion, which has been deeply con¬ 
cerned due to the semi-Fascist developments 
inside Iraq. 

Take for example the Nuri regime’s rural 
policies. Not one law is on the statute book 
to introduce agrarian reform by limiting the 
size of the feudal holdings. 

Sharecroppers 

It is true that the Government has initiated 
a policy of opening up new lands but these 
projects, like the Duajila Scheme, are evidence 
of the Government’s failure rather than its 
clear-sightedness. 

The new land-owners have just become new- 
landlords who have rented out the lands 
allocated to them to other sharecroppers. 
These new projects have hardly been provided 
with technical services. 

The yields, for example, have dropped from 
500 kgms. of wheat and barley per dunam of 
land to a meagre 300 kgms/dunam. 

In addition hardly any attention has been 
paid to the developing of rural credit facilities. 

No wonder that more than 50 per cent of 
the settlers are in debt. Nor has the Govern¬ 
ment done anything to fight and check the 
“ salting ” of the soil which has lowerid the 
yields per dunam of land. 

A similar lack of foresight is to be witnessed 
in the dams like the Wadi Thartfiar Dam. 
Instead of adopting the universally recog- 
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be no war over Suez. ” No force in the 
Suez dispute ” is a heading in the Church 
of England Newspaper. 

The article, however, suggests that the most 
practical contribution has been the Archbishop 
of Canterbury’s plea that there should be no 
warlike act without the support of all political 
parties, which “ would leave a small chink to 
allow the Government to seek authority for 
action in the case of outrages endangering 
British subjects in Egypt.” 

The Archbishop spoke in terms of ex¬ 
pediency, apparently putting political unity 
before Christian peacemaking. 

Indeed the CEN continues “ But let there be 
no doubt about it, even with such provocation 
such action would make our position im¬ 
mensely difficult” 

It also rejects the parallel which the Prime 
Minister makes between the situation in 1938-9 
and now, saying that “ There has been an im¬ 
mense change, not only in the means of war, 
but also in the minds of men about war. It 
cannot be judged in the terms of 1939.” 

The Vatican Radio has emphasised the 
necessity of doing more than find a legal 
formula to satisfy national interests, because 
over-riding human needs were involved, which 
should have precedence over all self-interest. 

“ All peoples have the right not only to live 
but to profit from the improvement in living 
conditions which technical progress has made 
possible. 

“ This certainly applies to the Egyptians the 
greater part of whom live in a state of misery 
on the banks of a canal which each year is 
crossed by fabulous riches.” 

The Catholic Herald claims that the Suez 
crisis has raised what is the greatest political 
problem of our times, namely, how legitimate 
interests can be defended when, even in the last 
resort, recourse to war is no longer admitted 
by public opinion. 

“ We appear ” it says “ to have reached the 
stage when the use of force as between 
sovereign nations is morally impossible and, 
usually, physically disastrous.” 

Their “Only solution to Suez” is that 
instead of indulging in hysterics all our efforts 
should be based on furthering the ways and 
means of improving relations between Britain 
and the Arab countries to their mutual profit. 

That can only be done by a fresh start with 
an unprejudiced conference to hammer out 
conditions which would prove to be mutually 
advantageous. 

Cyprus 

X HE Cyprus situation is also causing 
increasing concern and the most outspoken 
criticism comes again from the Church of 
England Newspaper. 

It asserts that nothing is being gained and 
that everything that remains to lose is being 
lost by the policy of force. 

“ Sir John Harding had had his chance. In 

the supposed interests of Peace he has be- 
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= BOOKS = 
An objector and 
the mentally ill 

Dr. ALFRED TORRIE, former Superintendent 
of The Retreat, York, reviews 

On (he Hill, by Victor Chapin, London, 

Museum Press, 13s. 6d.; New York, Rine¬ 
hart & Co. 

WHEN conscientious objectors are 
offered alternative service, some of 
them choose work in a mental hospital. 
There could be no better place to practice 
the principles of non-violent resistance, 
or to study the causes of war in the 
human mind. 

The preamble of the Charter of Unesco 
says that “ War begins in the minds of men it 
is in the minds of men that the defences of 
peace must be constructed,” so that a study of 
human behaviour in a Mental Hospital, and 
the management of those who are emotionally 
disturbed, should give insight into the methods 
of handling aggressive behaviour in individu¬ 
als, and in nations. 

This book describes the experiences of a 
conscientious objector, who worked for two 
years during the last war in a State mental 
hospital in USA. 

The writing is vigorous and sometimes 
crude, but always realistic. A picture is shown 
of the dreadful consequences of the neglect 
of the treatment of the mentally sick, due to 
a shortage of the right kind of staff. 

The conditions in mental hospitals in 
America, remind one of the controversial film 
“The Snake Pit.” 

We, in England, have no ground for com¬ 
placency, as shortage of staff in our mental 
hospitals leads to situations similar to those 
described in this book. 

The climax of this story, which is auto¬ 
biographical, comes when the author’s prin¬ 
ciples break down when he is attacked by a 
very disturbed patient. 

He retaliated with violence, and was, as the 
result, psychologically ill himself, as, from 
that time onwards, when a patient was aggres¬ 
sive the conscientious objector met this kind 
of behaviour with counter aggression. 

This book should read as a douche of 
cold water on the burning assertion that an 
answer to aggression is non-violence, because 
in the last analysis this claim breaks down 
except in the case of saints like Gandhi. 

The general thesis, however, remains ;hat 

i 1 1 j * mwifict r»r»fiitir»n is r*nlv realistic one 


AMERICA TAKES STOCK 

By Reginald Reynolds 

(Continued from last week) 


T HE Democrats, equally aware that 
they have to dispose of a man rather 
than of a party, pivot much of their 
propaganda on the President’s health, 
confronting America with the awful 
thought that, in voting for Ike, they may 
be landed with Nixon. 

Only this feverish political anxiety can ex¬ 
plain the morbid publicity given to every detail 
of Ike’s illness, a publicity which attained 
such dimensions that John Gunther was 
rumoured to be at work on a new opus— 
“ Inside Eisenhower.” 

Yet it is Stevenson, and not Eisenhower, the 
man with a divided party and not the head of 
a united one, who has managed to touch upon 
real issues. 

His challenge to Eisenhower to ban atom 
f ests and his courageous speeches—even in vhe 
South—against racial segregation have shown 
hat something real can emerge from the 
muddled play-acting of American politics. 

r J his may also provide the proof that a 
large number of Americans do really desire 
much more drastic change than one would 
imagine merely by listening to conventional 
party political slogans. 

There is much more willingness to come to 
terms with Russia than you would gather from 
reading American newspapers ; and even in 
;he South there is less white solidarity on the 
subject of segregation than you might suppose 
judging by the official policies of the “ Dixie¬ 
land ” states. 

There is a certain defeatism about the 
defenders of the old order. 

In place of a fighting spirit one notices a 
plea for more time ; and one segregationist 
orator to whom I listened with great attention 
based his entire case on the “ separate but 
equal ” demand (50 years ago) of the great 
Negro leader, Booker T. Washington, whom he 
quoted with a respect which would certainly 
not have pleased Mr. Strijdom. 

Controversy 

Even the acts of violence have a suggestion 
of defeatism about them. It is when an 
ascendant group feels its power slipping that it 
indulges in sporadic and un-co-ordinated 
violence. 

White South Africans (other than the police) 
seldom feel under such a necessity ; the law 
and the Central Government are dependably 
on their side. 

White Southerners, one is told, were on 
their way to better relations with Negroes—in 
their own way and in their own time. There is 
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So were the Southerners who suddenly dis¬ 
covered Red Indian ancestry when the 
unclaimed land of a tribe which had disap¬ 
peared was publicly advertised as the property 
of any living descendants. 

In any show-down between fanaticism and 
pragmatism, even in the South, 1 am putting all 
my money on pragmatism. 

A Captain of Police in Chicago said to me 
one day, unexpectedly, “ Only fools learn from 
experience, but only damn ’ tools don’t]” 

Americans—like most other people—may be 
the fools who wait for an unpleasant ex¬ 
perience rather than anticipate and avoid it 
(as an “ egg-head ” might). 

But they are not the damn’ fools who refuse 
to learn even from haphazard trial and error. 

Self-criticism 

America is not a very tidy laboratory ; but 
as one of those professors said so modestly of 
Ame ican universities, “ By the sheer law o f 
averages we cannot help having some startling 
successes.” 

He could have added that by sheer weight 
of self-criticism there are bound to be some 
big unheavals. 

“ Brinkmanship ” (the art with which Dulles 
is credited) does not appeal to business people 
accustomed to fire-proof safes and insurable 
enterprises—nor does the feudal scheme of 
Southern society. 

Adlai Stevenson can see these things dearly : 
what matters is that the pragmatic American 
gets around to them at once, for the world can¬ 
not afford to wait another Presidential term 
before it gets a New Deal from Washington. 

d child* 6 £ife 
of Qandhi 

QattcLhi'd uAGtf, aJf Ilfs 

Last week we read about the ashram at 
Seyagram, which flourished more and more 
until it became a dispensary, a hospital, a 
dairy, a farm and a school. All who lived 
there had agreed to live a simple life of hard 
work in the service of others. 

QANDHI did many great and wonder¬ 
ful things throughout the whole of his 
life. He was like a king among the great 


Religious news 

and views 

® FROM PAGE THREE 

trayed again and again the high principles 
for which the British people stand . . . 

“ The time has long passed when he should 
have been replaced by someone ready to try 
different methods and to seek a different 
objective. 

“ However horrible may be the terrorist 
method, the perpetration of these other 
horrors is not the proper answer.” 

This criticism is made all the more cogent 
because of a preliminary comment on Sir John 
Harding, “ who is said to be a good and right 
living man.” 

“ That we can well believe : but’ there 
have been many such men whose success in 
politics has not been as evident as their 
righteousness. 

“ Nobody doubts that Sir John Harding 
wants to do justice and loves mercy, but 
people have strange notions of what consti¬ 
tutes these virtues.” 

A similar comment might be made about 
Lord Montgomery and no doubt many others 
known and unknown who in trying to equate 
their Christianity with the use of violence 
find inevitably that their good end is blotted 
out by their use of wrong means. 

To say “ No ” to violence is the only sure 
way of avoiding the paradox. 

Russia 

“ J^USSIA’S soul has not been stifled ” said 
the Archbishop of York in giving his 
impressions of a recent visit to the Soviet 
Union. 

But he went on to point out the great con¬ 
trast between the Church and its worship, and 
the secular order surrounding it. 

The traditional attitude of Eastern Christ¬ 
ianity survives in the acceptance of. the pre¬ 
vailing order in the State combined with pre¬ 
paring souls for heaven, so that the Church 
is not concerned with politics. ' 

“ They talk of peace, and know no more 
than the Press and radio tell them about its 
issues. They do not know enough to query 
the thesis that their Government though 
atheistic is peace loving and the Western 
democracies are prowling about to threaten 
it.” 

The World Council of Churches through its 
president, the Bishop of Chichester, is discuss¬ 
ing with the leaders of the Russian Church 
the possibility of association with the World 
Council. 

In a lighter vein 
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This book describes the experiences of a 
conscientious objector, who worked for two 
years during the last war in a State mental 
hospital in USA. 

The writing is vigorous and sometimes 
crude, but always realistic. A picture is shown 
of the dreadful consequences of the neglect 
of the treatment of the mentally sick, due to 
a shortage of the right kind of staff. 

The conditions in mental hospitals in 
America, remind one of the controversial him 
“The Snake Pit.” 

We, in England, have no ground for com¬ 
placency, as shortage of staff in our mental 
hospitals leads to situations similar to those 
described in this book. 

The climax of this story, which is auto¬ 
biographical, comes when the authors prin¬ 
ciples break down when he is attacked by a 
very disturbed patient. 

He retaliated with violence, and was, as the 
result, psychologically ill himself, as, from 
that time onwards, when a patient was aggres¬ 
sive the conscientious objector met this kind 
of behaviour with counter aggression. 

This book should read as a douche of 
cold water on the burning assertion that an 
answer to aggression is non-violence, because 
in the last analysis this claim breaks down 
except in the case of saints like Gandhi. 

The general thesis, however, remains that 
the pacifist position is the only realistic one. 


VISITING RUSSIA 

Russian Holiday, by Allan Chappelow, illus., 

London, Harrap, 18s. 

FEW years ago anyone who had 
actually been to Russia could find 
a ready audience for the tale of his adven¬ 
tures and his description of what it was 
like. 

Now, these visits have become so frequent, 
and so many of the visitors have hastened 
to write books or pamphlets recording their 
impressions and giving their opinions, that one 
is inclined to ask of each new account: What 
was special about that? 

Allan Chappelow’s visit was especially in¬ 
teresting because the group with which he 
went there in 1954 was the first group of 
ordinary tourists to visit Russia since 1939. 

The tour was organised by the Travel 
Department of the National Union of Stu¬ 
dents and took in Moscow, Stalingrad, the 
Don Basin, Georgia and Leningrad. 

Each of these places is described as it ap¬ 
peared to the tourists, and a great many 
people and things seen or heard on the way, 
are recorded in detail. 

Indeed, the book of nearly two hundred 
pages, with 120 illustrations, is simply 
crammed with information, some of it eso¬ 
teric such as the number of crew needed to 
work a vessel on the Volga or the artists 
represented in the Hermitage Art Gallery, and 
some of it of general interest such as traffic 


party political slogans. 

There is much more willingness to come to 
terms with Russia than you would gather from 
reading American newspapers ; and even in 
-he South there is less white solidarity on the 
subject of segregation than you might suppose 
judging by the official policies of the “ Dixie¬ 
land ”• states. 

There is a certain defeatism about the 
defenders of the old order. 

In place of a fighting spirit one notices a 
plea for more time ; and one segregationist 
orator to whom I listened with great attention 
based his entire case on the “ separate but 
equal ” demand (50 years ago) of the great 
Negro leader, Booker T. Washington, whom he 
quoted with a respect which would certainly 
not have pleased Mr. Strijdom. 

Controversy 

Even the acts of violence have a suggestion 
of defeatism about them. It is when an 
ascendant group feels its power slipping that it 
indulges in sporadic and un-co-ordinated 
violence. 

White South Africans (other than the police) 
seldom feel under such a necessity ; the law 
and the Central Government are dependably 
on their side. 

White Southerners, one is told, were on 
their way to better relations with Negroes—in 
their own way and in their own time. There is 
some truth in this, by the general admission of 
liberals in the South. 

Their case, as I frequently heard it, was that 
he Supreme Court decision on de-segregation 
in the schools, though a net gain to progress, 
had proved a temporary set-back in a slowly 
improving situation. 

It raised more than the race issue, for 
Southern Whites are more inclined to hate the 
North and distrust the Federal Government 
(especially under a Republican President) than 
they are to indulge in Negro-baiting. 

The Supreme Court now shares the odium 
attached to the North, and this is caricatured 
by a variation on a familiar question often 
found in discussions on race: “ Would you 
like your daughter to marry a Supreme Court 
Judge?” 

Conversely, since the hottest area of con¬ 
troversy has shifted from miscegenation to de¬ 
segregation in education, a current story 
represents a Colonel appearing at an hotel with 
a delectable Coloured girl and being refused 
admission. “ Damn it, man,” says the Colonel, 
“ 1 don’t want to go to school with her!” 

Pragmatism 

One fact which could swing the election in 
Stevenson’s favour, if he is prepared to take a 
bold line on the race issue, is the growing 
realisation that racism is an antiquated 
doctrine, detrimental to the industrial progress 
of the South. 

Americans are not greatly given to ideo¬ 
logical positionism. They tend to be 
pragmatic. 

The American atheist who agreed to incor¬ 
porating in the charter of a charitable founda- 
ion a reference to the Grace of our Lord and 
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big unneavals. 

“ Brinkmanship ” (the art with which Dulles 
is credited) does not appeal to business people 
accustomed to fire-proof safes and insurable 
enterprises—nor does the feudal scheme of 
Southern society. 

Adlai Stevenson can see these things clearly : 
what matters is that the pragmatic American 
gets around to them at once, for the world can¬ 
not afford to wait another Presidential term 
before it gets a New Deal from Washington. 

d child* 6 life 
of Qandhi 

QancLlii'l may ajj life 

Last week we read about the ashram at 
Sevagram, which flourished more and more 
until it became a dispensary, a hospital, a 
dairy, a farm and a school. All who lived 
there had agreed to live a simple life of hard 
work in the service of others. 

QANDH1 did many great and wonder¬ 
ful things throughout the whole of his 
life. He was like a king among the great 
political men of India and as such they 
considered him. He was known to people 
all over the world. 

He was famous in a thousand different ways, 
and he always will be. But the things that we 
love most about him seem all to be connected 


I AS TOLD BY GERTRUDE MURRAY TO 
THE CHILDREN OF INDIA 

with his life at Sevagram. I think this was 
because he was nearest to us there. 

We cannot all be politicians, or lead millions 
of people. We cannot all be heroes and fight 
for the freedom of the oppressed. But we can, 
each one of us, make life happier for those 
around us. 

We can all look after our neighbour when 
he is sick, teach the ignorant, comfort the un¬ 
fortunate, and keep all around us fresh, clean 
and tidy. We can all be kind, patient and 
loving. We can all be truthful, humble and 
obedient. 

These are the greatest things in life, because 
without them the world could never be happy. 
And these are the things that Gandhi did 
every day of his life, for years and years at 
Sevagram. 

XJE knew that if we all lived a life of 
A simple goodness and truthfulness, as 
he did, India would become a paradise. It 
would not be so very difficult, either. The 
only trouble is that we are too la^y. 


uui uy uitii uac ui wxung means. 

To say “ No ” to violence is the only sure 
way of avoiding the paradox. 

Russia 

RUSSIA’S soul has not been stifled’’ said 
the Archbishop of York in giving his 
impressions of a recent visit to the Soviet 
Union. 

But he went on to point out the great con¬ 
trast between the Church and its worship, and 
the secular order surrounding it. 

The traditional attitude of Eastern Christ¬ 
ianity survives in the acceptance of, the pre¬ 
vailing order in the State combined with pre¬ 
paring souls for heaven, so that the Church 
is not concerned with politics. ' 

“ They talk of peace, and know no more 
than the Press and radio tell them about its 
issues. They do not know enough to query 
the thesis that their Government though 
atheistic is peace loving and the Western 
democracies are prowling about to threaten 
it.” 

The World Council of Churches through its 
president, the Bishop of Chichester, is discuss¬ 
ing with the leaders of the Russian Church 
the possibility of association with the World 
Council. 

In a lighter vein 

O ne church newspaper (not I need hardly 
say the Catholic Herald) carried a cartoon 
depicting a clergyman preaching from a pulpit 
over which hung the notice: “ The opinions 
expressed by the Rector are his own and do 
not necessarily reflect the viewpoint of the 
wardens and vestry.” 

I feel that unfortunately there should also be 
added “ nor of the Gospels,” at least where the 
attitude to war is concerned. 

* * * 

A small boy in Sunday school came in to 
tell the Vicar “ Please sir there’s an old man 
outside dressed in a Teddy-boy suit.” On going 
to investigate the vicar found a distinguished 
bishop wearing the usual long jacket and 
gaiters. 

Is it too unfair to suggest that a similar con¬ 
fusion might arise about his position not only 
from what bishops wear but from what some 
of them say? 


N.A.T.O. 

N.A.T.O., by Roy Sherwood. 16 pp. (Peace 
News, 6d.). 

/ COURSE, pacifists are opposed to the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organisation* the 
most elaborate and most widely diffused arma* 
ments programme of all time. It stands for 
the line of thought and action that they con¬ 
sider most tragically wrong. 

This critical examination of NATO is, 
therefore, written from the viewpoint of the 
ordinary, non-pacifist, citizen. 












VISITING RUSSIA 


Their case, as I frequently heard it, was that 
he Supreme Court decision on de-segregation 
in the schools, though a net gain to progress, 
had proved a temporary set-back in a slowly 
improving situation. 

It raised more than the race issue, for 
Southern Whites are more inclined to hate the 
North and distrust the Federal Government 
(especially under a Republican President) than 
they are to indulge in Negro-baiting. 

The Supreme Court now shares the odium 
attached to the North, and this is caricatured 
by a variation on a familiar question often 
found in discussions on race: “ Would you 
like your daughter to marry a Supreme Court 
Judge?” 

Conversely, since the hottest area of con¬ 
troversy has shifted from miscegenation to de¬ 
segregation in education, a current story 
represents a Colonel appearing at an hotel with 
a delectable Coloured girl and being refused 
admission. “ Damn it, man,” says the Colonel, 
“ I don’t want to go to school with her! ” 

Pragmatism 


considered him. He was known to people 
all over the world. 

He was famous in a thousand different ways, 
and he always will be. But the things that we 
love most about him seem all to be connected 




AS TOLD BY GERTRUDE MURRAY TO 
THE CHILDREN OF INDIA 


with his life at Sevagram. I think this was 
because he was nearest to us there. 

We cannot all be politicians, or lead millions 
of people. We cannot all be heroes and fight 
for the freedom of the oppressed. But we can , 
each one of us, make life happier for those 
around us. 

We can all look after our neighbour when 
he is sick, teach the ignorant, comfort the un¬ 
fortunate, and keep all around us fresh, clean 
and tidy. We can all be kind, patient and 
loving. We can all be truthful, humble and 
obedient. 


Russian Holiday, by Allan Chappelow, ill us., 
London, Harrap, 18s. 

FEW years ago anyone who had 
actually been to Russia could find 
a ready audience for the tale of his adven¬ 
tures and his description of what it was 
like. 

Now, these visits have become so frequent, 
and so many of the visitors have hastened 
to write books or pamphlets recording their 
impressions and giving their opinions, that one 
is inclined to ask of each new account: What 
was special about that? 

Allan Chappelow’s visit was especially in¬ 
teresting because the group with which he 
went there in 1954 was the first group of 
ordinary tourists to visit Russia since 1939. 

The tour was organised by the Travel 
Department of the National Union of Stu¬ 
dents and took in Moscow, Stalingrad, the 
Don Basin, Georgia and Leningrad. 

Each of these places is described as it ap¬ 
peared to the tourists, and a great many 
people and things seen or heard on the way, 
are recorded in detail. 

Indeed, the book of nearly two hundred 
pages, with 120 illustrations, is simply 
crammed with information, some of it eso¬ 
teric such as the number of crew needed to 
work a vessel on the Volga or the artists 
represented in the Hermitage Art Gallery, and 
some of it of general interest such as traffic 
signs, public holidays, and the average figure 
measurement of Russian women (41 :31:40J 
as compared with the English ones which are 
given as 36:26:37). 

★ 

It has little in the way of opinions or judg¬ 
ments to offer, but the author has an inquiring 
mind and acute powers of observation ; he 
has included all those intriguing un-British 
things that more blas6 travellers ignore. 

In a brief foreword. Sir Norman Angell 
commends the book. He points out that ihe 
atmosphere of passionate doctrinal hostility 
today resembles that which caused the Wars 
of Religion, and goes on to make a point well 
worth emphasising here: 

“ Those wars devastated much of Eprope. 
They would have made it uninhabitable if 
the combatants had possessed nuclear bombs. 
Passions we could once afford in the sense 
of surviving them because our weapons were 
so primitive, we can afford no longer. In 
the end Christian learned to live with 
Mohammedan, one kind of Christian with 
another (a much more difficult task), with¬ 
out either surrendering his faith.” 

In the development of some similar under¬ 
standing between the rival ideologies of our 
own age contacts such as those described in 
this book, and even the appreciation of how 
the other folk live, gained by reading it, are 
important factors. T.R.D. 


One fact which could swing the election in 
Stevenson’s favour, if he is prepared to take a 
bold line on the race issue, is the growing 
realisation that racism is an antiquated 
doctrine, detrimental to the industrial progress 
of the South. 

Americans are not greatly given to ideo¬ 
logical positionism. They tend to be 
pragmatic. 

The American atheist who agreed to incor¬ 
porating in the charter of a charitable founda- 
ion a reference to the Grace of our Lord and 
Saviour—once that he was assured that this 
alone would clinch the question of tax exemp¬ 
tion—was surely typical of this attitude. 

Hr. Ilartill resigns 
Anglican pacifist post 

AT the Annual General Meeting of the 
Anglican Pacifist Fellowship, held on 
October 20 at Kingsway Hall, Canon T. B. 
vScrutton proposed the resolution that the 
APF “ receiving with sorrow the news that 
Prebendary Percy Hartill feels bound through 
ill-heallh to relinquish the Chairmanship of 
the Fellowship, records deep gratitude both 
to Almighty God and to Prebendary Hartill 
for the great service given by him during the 
past 17 years as Chairman of the Fellowship.” 

Prebendary Hartill has been asked to accept 
the post of President of the APF. 

Britain now spends three times as much on 
Civil Defence as on all kinds of inter¬ 
national co-operation.—Professor Kathleen 
Lonsdale, speaking in London on October 8. 


At the 6th session of the Committee of the 
World Health Organisation for Africa South 
of the Sahara held at Angola, it was decided 
that WHO’s efforts should be concentrated 
in 1957 and 1958 on the fight against leprosy 
and tuberculosis in Africa. 


These are the greatest things in life, because 
without them the world could never be happy. 
And these are the things that Gandhi did 
every day of his life, for years and years at 
Sevagram. 

(TWi 

JJE knew that if we all lived a life of 
“"“simple goodness and truthfulness, as 
he did, India would become a paradise. It 
would not be so very difficult, either. The 
only trouble is that we are too lazy. 

Gandhi managed to do it, although he was 
the busiest man in India. Best of all, he made 
people see the sweetness and beauty of good¬ 
ness, so that everybody who met him longed 
to imitate him. 

Those who had the happiness of living at 
Sevagram with him are never tired of repeating 
their tales of his sweetness. When we hear 
them we long to have been able to live there 
too. 

Now that Gandhi is no more with us, we 
must study these stories carefully until we 
learn why it was that Sevagram seemed like 
heaven on earth. 

Then, if only we copy Gandhi in all the 
little things of life and teach our dear ones to 
do the same, we shall find our own homes 
turning into little Sevagrams of peace and 
happiness. 

Gandhi was very strict in allowing no un¬ 
necessary luxury in Sevagram. As far as pos¬ 
sible he liked people to make for themselves 
whatever things they required. 

Everything had to be spotlessly clean, too. 
He would not permit the smallest speck of dust 
anywhere. He encouraged everybody to wear 
white clothes so that it could be seen at once 
when they were dirty. 

Next Week: Gandhi's little cottage. 
Copyright. Reproduced by courtesy of Orient Longmans Ltd. 


me luuiuik: neraiuj carried a cartoon 
depicting a clergyman preaching from a pulpit 
over which hung the notice: “ The opinions 
expressed by the Rector are his own and do 
not necessarily reflect the viewpoint of the 
wardens and vestry.” s 

I feel that unfortunately there should also be 
added “ nor of the Gospels,” at least where the 
attitude to war is concerned. 

* * * 

A small boy in Sunday school came in to 
tell the Vicar “ Please sir there’s an old man 
outside dressed in a Teddy-boy suit.” On going 
to investigate the vicar found a distinguished 
bishop wearing the usual long jacket and 
gaiters. 

Is it too unfair to suggest that a similar con¬ 
fusion might arise about his position not only 
from what bishops wear but from what some 
of them say? 


N.A.T.O. 

N.A.T.O., by Roy Sherwood. 16 pp. (Peace 

News, 6d.). 

^AF COURSE, pacifists are opposed to the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organisation; the 
most elaborate and most widely diffused arma¬ 
ments programme of all time. It stands for 
the line of thought and action that they con* 
sider most tragically wrong. 

This critical examination of NATO is, 
therefore, written from the viewpoint of the 
ordinary, non-pacifist, citizem 

Generally he has a simple faith in the 
wisdom of his rulers, and in the effectiveness of 
whatever arrangements the Government may 
make for his defence. This may cause him to 
doubt them. 

After examining the Organisation itself, its 
history, its structure and the contributions 
made in various ways by its members, the 
author looks at its ill effects. 

It has upset Britain’s reconstruction pro¬ 
gramme, seriously damaged her industry and 
impaired her national economy as a whole. j ; 

Politically its most important effects have 
been on Germany ; it has made the re-unifiea- 
tion of the country an impossibility while it 
continues, and improved tremendously the 
favourable bargaining position of Russia. 

Militarily it is in many ways, as even 
military experts are beginning to fear, an ex¬ 
pensive anachronism. If open dissolution is 
not to be contemplated, it seems probable that 
“ transformation ” is inevitable. 


I RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER 

This pledge, signed by each member, is 
the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. 

Send YOUR pledge to 

P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh Street, W.C.I 
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nised policy of multi-purpose integrated river 
development, the Iraqi Development Board is 
satisfied with single purpose, e.g., flood control, 
projects. 

The Development Board has also failed to 
develop a systematic development plan. In 
spite of the fact that Iraq has the natural 
resources, as well as capital, to start petro¬ 
chemical industries, the Board has given a deaf 
ear to the suggestions of industrial develop¬ 
ment. 

The Development Board is controlled by 
an English nominee, Mr. M. G. Ioeides, who 
is the economic consultant. Hardly anyone 
has the guts to disagree with him. The 
American Irrigation expert, Wesley Nelson, 
tried to differ. Nelson is no longer in Iraq. 
The Times report says that in 1956 Iraq will 
receive about £80,000,000 in oil royalties, of 
which 70 per cent is to be allocated for 
economic development. 

Uprooted people 

There are other economists who say that 
Iraq is not receiving a proper share of oil 
revenues, that instead of receiving 50 per cent 
royalties it is merely getting about 30 per cent. 

And is it not also true that a large part of 
the oil royalties, instead of being invested in 
Iraq, are being invested in government securi¬ 
ties in Great Britain ? 

Iraq’s economic development projects have 
so far not led to any substantial material im¬ 
provement of the under-privileged. 

Tans of thousands of people live just on 
the outskirts of the city of Baghdad, up¬ 
rooted from the soil, under inhuman con¬ 
ditions. 

The character of the society is almost tribal. 
In the Regent Palace Hotel of Baghdad, on my 
first day of arrival in Iraq, 1 witnessed the 
Manager of the Hotel beating up a teen-age 
porter who had dropped a brief case. 

How long will people like this porter tolerate 
such treatment ? 

Time is running out. The days of the Nuri 
regime, and the socio-feudal system that 
accompanies it are numbered. 

£8f million has been the total cost to Septem¬ 
ber '30 of the military precautions taken in 
connection with the Suez Canal dispute, 
according to Minister of Defence, Mr. Head. 


THE WORLD 
CAN LIVE 
m PEACE 

A series ©f five sermons examining 
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Letters to 

A better word ? 

T HAVE often in the past been concerned by 
the difference beetween the policy others 
attribute to us and what we as pacifists do 
actually believe. 

The public will naturally think of a pacifist 
as being someone who is passive and weak and 
yet surely although we believe war to be 
always wrong this does not mean that the 
pacifist passively accepts events as they occur— 
far from it. 

One of the reasons for this confusion of 
thought is that we ourselves are not very clear 
about what the word pacifism immediately 
brings to mind and the reason for this is be¬ 
cause the word “ pacifism ” is far too narrow 
and negative in character to adequately convey 
what we believe. 

Gandhi had to face a similar problem and 
he solved it—as I believe we should—by in¬ 
viting others to coin a new word. 

The result was the word Satyagraha (truth 
and firmness). 

The word “ pacifism ” should, if possible, be 
abolished and in its place a word that com¬ 
bines the idea of non-violent resistance, truth 
and love should be substituted. 

The subconscious association of ideas in the 
minds of men form an important basis for ihe 
future success or failure of w'hat we believe. 

Can any of your readers suggest a suitable 
word ? 

TED DUNN. 

77 Hungerdown Lane, 

Lawford, Manningtree, Essex. 

Read PN t 

FEATURE of the Suez and Middle East 
cnsis is that there is no sign in this 
country of one peace organisation setting out 
to frustrate the efforts of another or to belittle 
them in any way ... We should maintain 
the same maximum effort for peace in 
Europe, letting no projudice weaken us. 

The last two or three months alone will have 
taught us not only to try and persuade more 
people to read Peace News but also to urge 
present and past readers to go on buying it, 
whatever other literature they now read. 

H. G. EDE. 

162 Ash Grove, 

Heston, Middlesex. 

Jordan and Israel 

T MUST confess my surprise at the ap¬ 
pearance of the article “ Israel and Jordan ” 
by Brijen K. Gupta in your issue of October 
19 . 

Surely the only acceptable position for the 
pacifist in relation to a controversy so stark 
and painful as the one between Jordan and 

TcrOOl 1C iKot infill 


the Editor 

tion from acquiring their valley or to prevent 
the War Department encroaching upon their 
farmland. 

The Manchester Guardian reports on Fri¬ 
day, October 19, “War Office Wants More Land 
in Wales!” 

It is surprising that F. Dawtry (PN October 
19) should have so little understanding of the 
Welsh point of view considering that his wife 
is Manx. 

The Isle of Man is a small community, much 
smaller than Wales, which has its own 
government: the House of Keys. As his 
father-in-law' was a member of the House of 
Keys, Frank Dawtry ought to be doubly 
sympathetic to this small nation without a 
voice. 

ANNIE RANN. 

26 Westfield Grove, 

Wakefield. 


/ANE does not have to be “ faithless ” to 
realise that a nation’s way of life, its 
customs, language, values, its whole culture, 
can be and have been weakened and even des¬ 
troyed by enforced contact with and rule by 
another nation. 

Political and military acts may combine to 
bring about this destruction. Extreme examples 
are the case with certain American Indian 
tribes, and the nations of Latvia, Lithuania 
and Estonia under Soviet rule. 

The fact that Wales is not under such ex¬ 
treme tyranny does not mean that her way of 
life, language and culture is not threatened. 

No one has suggested that the people of 
Liverpool are going thirsty. Most of the water 
in industrial cities is used for industrial 
purposes. 

The Welsh argue that if Liverpool needs 
more water, it is reasonable for her to look for 
sources in England, rather than once again 
taking Welsh resources and arbitrarily taking a 
Welsh valley in a region in which the Welsh 
language and way of life is strongest. 

This would mean the destruction of that 
community and the further “ anglicising ” of 
Wales—the destruction of her own life as a 
people and nation. 

Exploitation and the destruction of rich 
ways of life are violence as well as is shooting 
people. 

The Welsh do not forget—and English 
pacifists ought not to forget—that the Welsh 
were conquered by military might by England. 
That is still wrong whether it took place seven 
days or 700 years ago. 

London, E.5. GENE SHARP. 


POINTS FROM OTHER LETTERS 

■@ If only the Editor of the Daily Mirror 
could be persuaded to take your job. Why 
can’t the nauseating religious aura associated 
with pacifists be dropped? Blunt political argu¬ 
ments supporting pacifism are more than 
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negotiated with European countries. 

The danger is that the compound and shack 
conditions in Johannesburg will be repeated. 
From the very beginning, model housing plans, 
high standard minimum wages, and opportuni¬ 
ties to learn skilled work should be introduced. 


Mineral rights belong either to the tribal 
authorities or, in the case of Swaziland, to rhe 
Government. 

It is indicative of the gulf between people 
and the administration that the Basutos resent 
the Government ownership. 

In Bechuanaland a Khama signature will be 
necessary to legalise concessions. This will give 
Seretse and Tshekedi the opportunity to insist 
upon proper safeguards. 

One would like to see the minerals, and 
particularly the uranium, developed by public 
corporations in trust for the peoples ; at the 
least, the concessions to the companies should 
be short-term so as to permit the people them¬ 
selves to take over when they are ready. 

HOPE OF FREEDOM 

The concessions should guarantee Trade 
Union organisation and recognition, good 
wages, and training in skilled work and 
management for the African workers. 

Accompanying these changes must come 
education. We should challenge South Africa’s 
racial education by the best schools from the 
primary level to a University for all three 
territories. 

It would cost a lot? 

1 would start a world fund for the purpose, 
claiming the support of all who believe that 
the human family is inter-racial and that 
apartheid must be defeated for the sake of all 
the future. 

In these ways, political, industrial and educa¬ 
tional, the Protectorates could become the hope 
of freedom and a good life throughout the 
South African scene. 

Their influence would make for the emanci¬ 
pation of millions of Africans, and thousands 
of Indians, now existing in humiliation. 

Is it not worth attempting? 


The review of Future in the October 26 issue 
of PN, credited to Robert Greacen, was 
written by Geoffrey Carnall. 


LIVERPOOL 

Public Meeting 

Sat. 10 November, 7.30 p.m. 

FRIENDS’ MEETING HOUSE 


















an English nominee, Mr. M. G. fionides, who 
is the economic consultant. Hardly anyone 
has the guts to disagree with him. The 
American Irrigation expert, Wesley Nelson, 
tried to differ. Nelson is no longer in Iraq. 
The Times report says that in 1956 Iraq will 
receive about £80,000,000 in oil royalties, of 
which 70 per cent is to be allocated for 
economic development. 


Uprooted people 


There are other economists who say that 
Iraq is not receiving a proper share of oil 
revenues, that instead of receiving 50 per cent 
royalties it is merely getting about 30 per cent. 

And is it not also true that a large part of 
the oil royalties, instead of being invested in 
Iraq, are being invested in government securi¬ 
ties in Great Britain ? 


Iraq’s economic development projects have 
so far not led to any substantial materia] im¬ 
provement of the under-privileged. 

Tens of thousands of people live just on 
the outskirts of the city of Baghdad, up¬ 
rooted from the soil, under inhuman con¬ 
ditions. 

The character of the society is almost tribal. 
In the Regent Palace Hotel of Baghdad, on my 
first day of arrival in Iraq, 1 witnessed the 
Manager of the Hotel beating up a teen-age 
porter who had dropped a brief case. 

How long will people like this porter tolerate 
such treatment ? 

Time is running out. The days of the Nuri 
regime, and the socio-feudal system that 
accompanies it are numbered. 


£84 million has been the total cost to Septem¬ 
ber 30 of the military precautions taken in 
connection with the Suez Canal dispute, 
according to Minister of Defence, Mr. Head. 


THE WORLD 
CAN LIVE 
m PEACE 


A series «>f five sermons examining 
the spiritual and practical issues of 
peace will be preached by 


Mr. Monald Soper 


at KINGSWAY HALL on 
Sunday evenings at 6.30 
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NOVEMBER 4 

The World Can Live in Peace— IF 

We turn our backs on fear 


One of the reasons for this confusion of 
thought is that we ourselves are not very clear 
about what the word pacifism immediately 
brings to mind and the reason for this is be¬ 
cause the word “ pacifism ” is far too narrow 
and negative in character to adequately convey 
what we believe. 


Read PN ! 


FEATURE of the Suez and Middle East 
crisis is that there is no sign in this 
country of one peace organisation setting out 
to frustrate the efforts of another or to belittle 
them in any way ... We should maintain 
the same maximum effort for peace in 
Europe, letting no projudice weaken us. 

The last two or three months alone will have 
taught us not only to try and persuade more 
people to read Peace News but also to urge 
present and past readers to go on buying it, 
whatever other literature they now read. 

H. G. EDE. 

162 Ash Grove, 

Heston, Middlesex. 


Jordan and Israel 


Surely the only acceptable position for the 
pacifist in relation to a controversy so stark 
and painful as the one between Jordan and 
Israel is that of peaceful intermediary. 

It cannot, in any conceivable set of circum¬ 
stances, be the position of either pro-Jorden or 
pro-Israel, since either position is the negation 
of true neutrality. 

3 Frizinghall Rd., A. E. SOUTH. 

Bradford, Yorksh ire. 


government: the House of Keys. As his 
father-in-law was a member of the House of 
Keys, Frank Dawtry ought to be doubly 
sympathetic to this small nation without a 


Gandhi had to face a similar problem and 
he solved it—as i believe we should—by in¬ 
viting others to coin a new word. 

The result was the word Satyagraha (truth 
and firmness). 

The word “ pacifism ” should, if possible, be 
abolished and in its place a word that com¬ 
bines the idea of non-violent resistance, truth 
and love should be substituted. 

The subconscious association of ideas in the 
minds of men form an important basis for the 
future success or failure of what we believe. 

Can any of your readers suggest a suitable 
word ? 

TED DUNN. 

77 Hungerdown Lane, 

Lawford, Manningtree, Essex. 


26 Westfield Grove, 
Wakefield. 


ANNIE RANN. 


/ANE does not have to be “ faithless ” to 
^ realise that a nation’s way of life, its 
customs, language, values, its whole culture, 
can be and have been weakened and even des¬ 
troyed by enforced contact with and rule by 
another nation. 

Political and military acts may combine to 
bring about this destruction. Extreme examples 
are the case with certain American Indian 
tribes, and the nations of Latvia, Lithuania 
and Estonia under Soviet rule. 

The fact that Wales is not under such ex¬ 
treme tyranny does not mean that her way of 
life, language and culture is not threatened. 

No one has suggested that the people of 
Liverpool are going thirsty. Most of the water 
in industrial cities is used for industrial 
purposes. 

The Welsh argue that if Liverpool needs 
more water, it is reasonable for her to look for 
sources in England, rather than once again 
taking Welsh resources and arbitrarily taking a 
Welsh valley in a region in which the Welsh 
language and way of life is strongest. 

ITiis would mean the destruction of that 
community and the further “ anglicising ” of 
Wales—the destruction of her own life as a 
people and nation. 

Exploitation and the destruction of rich 
ways of life are violence as well as is shooting 
people. 

The Welsh do not forget—and English 
pacifists ought not to forget—that the Welsh 
were conquered by military might by England. 
That is still wrong whether it took place seven 
days or 700 years ago. 

London, E.5. GENE SHARP. 


T MUST confess my surprise at the ap¬ 
pearance of the article “ Israel and Jordan ” 
by Brijen K. Gupta in your issue of October 
19 . 


POINTS FROM OTHER LETTERS 


9 If only the Editor of the Daily Mirror 
could be persuaded to take your job. Why 
can’t the nauseating religious aura associated 
with pacifists be dropped ? Blunt political argu¬ 
ments supporting pacifism are more than 
enough to convince people without complicat¬ 
ing it with religion.— R. D. Leakey, Giggles - 
wick, Yorks. 


Welsh water 


T FOUND “ 4,000 pledge defence of Welsh 
Valley ” extremely enlightening. I have 
never taken the Welsh Nationalists seriously 
but, I do now see their point of view: because 
they are a nation without a government they 
have no power to stop the Liverpool Corpora¬ 


'll The remarks on the pamphlet “ The Soil 
and Everyman” (PN October 12), appear to 
be typical of the average pacifist viewpoint to¬ 
day. Surely, pacifism is something more than a 
mere political alternative. As I see it, it is 
a complete and satisfying way of life, which 
includes vegetarianism, diet reform, organic 
cultivation of the soil, freedom from sex repres¬ 
sion and the right to use to the utmost one’s 
talents and capabilities in an interesting, 
absorbing, and self chosen occupation.— 
Patricia M. Britten, Hull. 


and the administration that the Basutos resent 
the Government ownership. 

In Bechuanaland a Khama signature will be 
necessary to legalise concessions. This will give 
Seretse and Tshekedi the opportunity to insist 
upon proper safeguards. 

One would like to see the minerals, and 
particularly the uranium, developed by public 
corporations in trust for the peoples ; at the 
least, the concessions to the companies should 
be short-term so as to permit the people them¬ 
selves to take over when they are ready. 


H@PE OF FREEDOM 

The concessions should guarantee Trade 
Union organisation and recognition, good 
wages, and training in skilled work and 
management for the African workers. 

Accompanying these changes must come 
education. We should challenge South Africa’s 
racial education by the best schools from the 
primary level to a University for all three 
territories. 

It would cost a lot? 

I would start a world fund for the purpose, 
claiming the support of all who believe that 
the human family is inter-racial and that 
apartheid must be defeated for the sake of all 
the future. 


In these ways, political, industrial and educa¬ 
tional, the Protectorates could become the hope 
of freedom and a good life throughout the 
South African scene. 

Their influence would make for the emanci¬ 
pation of millions of Africans, and thousands 
of Indians, now existing in humiliation. 

Is it not worth attempting? 


The review of Future in the October 26 issue 
of PN, credited to Robert Greacen, was 
written by Geoffrey Carnall. 
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Speaker : 

PROF. C. A. COULSON, F.R.S. 

The Toldas Group 
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HULL : 8.15 p.m.; 6 Bond St. “ Current 

Affairs ” discussion. Peace Pledge Union. 

LONDON, W.C.1 : 7 p.m.; Conway Hall, 

Red Lion Sq. Gene Sharp, MA, “ What basis 
for society ? Some aspects of sociological 
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LONDON, W.C.l : 3-5.30 p.m.. Friends 

International Centre, 32 Tavistock Sq. Alfred 
Willetts, “ Difficulties and Successes of a Paci¬ 
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Tea 4 o.m. (6d.) Education Commission. 
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peace wm oe preacnea oy 

Dr. Donald Sopor 

at KINGSWAY HALL on 
Sunday evenings at 6.30 
October 14 to November II 

NOVEMBER 4 

The World Can Live in Peace— IF 

We turn our backs on fear 


stances, be the position of either pro-Jorden or 
pro-Israel, since either position is the negation 
pi true neutrality. 

3 Frizinghall Rd., A. E. SOUTH. 

Bradford, Yorkshire. 

WeSsfa water 

| FOUND “4,000 pledge defence of Welsh 
Valley ” extremely enlightening. I have 
never taken the Welsh Nationalists seriously 
but, I do now see their point of view : because 
they are a nation without a government they 
have no power to stop the Liverpool Corpora- 


1 ng 11 Willi 1UU&HJII. IS. LsCClKey, IgglCS- 

wick, Yorks. 

# The remarks on the pamphlet “ The Soil 
and Everyman” (PN October 12), appear to 
be typical of the average pacifist viewpoint to¬ 
day. Surely, pacifism is something more than a 
mere political alternative. As I see it, it is 
a complete and satisfying way of life, which 
includes vegetarianism, diet reform, organic 
cultivation of the soil, freedom from sex repres¬ 
sion and the right to use to the utmost one’s 
talents and capabilities in an interesting, 
absorbing, and self chosen occupation.— 
Patricia M. Britten, Hull. 


SCIENCE CAN 00 
BETTER THAN H-BOMBS 

Speaker : 

PROF. C. A. COULSON, F.R.S. 

The Toldas Group 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


Friday, November 2 

HULL : 8.15 p.m.: 6 Bond St. “ Current 

Affairs ” discussion. Peace Pledge Union. 

LONDON, W.C.1 : 7 p.m.; Conway Hall, 

Red Lion Sq. Gene Sharp, MA, “ What basis 
for society ? Some aspects of sociological 
theory and aocial philosophy relevant to an 
understanding of contemporary problems.” The 
fourth of eight consecutive lectures on Non¬ 
violence and Social Change. The Third Way 
and Pacifist Youth Action Group. 

Saturday-Sunday, November 3 4 

BRIGHTON : 2.30 Sat. week-end school. 

Discussion on “ Collective Pacifism,” Douglas 
Clark, Allen Skinner. Chair Sybil Morrison. 
Sunday, 2.3* : Stuart Morris, “ Christianity 
and Collective Pacifism.” Fee 10s. (3s. conf. 
only). Bookings to 33 Compton Rd., N.l, or 
78a Norman Rd., St. Leonards-on-Sea, South 
Eastern and London Area PPU. 

Sunday, November 4 

BRIGHTON: 11 a.m.; Glensidc Hotel, 

Grand Parade, S.E. Area mtg. PPU. 

LONDON, W.l : 3.30 p.m.; King’s Weigh 
House Church. Binney St. (Nr. Bond St. Stn.) 
Pacifist Universalist Service. Religion Com¬ 
mission, Peace Pledge Union. 

Wednesday, November 7 

ABERDEEN : 7.30 pun.; YMCA building, 

i98 Union St. Stuart Morris. PPU, FoR. 

BELFAST : 8 p.m.; Friends Inst., Frederick 
St. Geoffrey Carnall. “ A Pacifist looks at 
the Council of Europe.” Peace Pledge Union. 

KIDBROOKE : 8 p.m.; 141 Woolacombe 

Rd. “ Richard III ”—sound track. Fellow¬ 
ship Party. 

Thursday, November 8 

LEYTONSTONE: 8 p.m.; Friends Mtg. 

Ho., Bush Rd. Edith Adam. “ China, 1940- 
1945.” Peace Pledge Union. 


Ererp week l 

SATURDAYS AND SUNDAYS 

LONDON : Weekend Workcamps, cleaning 
and redecorating the homes of old-age pen¬ 
sioners. IVSP. 19 Pembridge Villas, W.l 1. 

SUNDAYS 

HYDE PARK: 3 p.m.; Pacifist Youth 

Action Group. Every Sunday. PYAG. 

MONDAYS 

SHIPLEY x 7.15 p.m.; Sniplcy Group in 
new premise* in Labour Party Rooms, West- 
gate, Shipley. 

TUESDAYS 

MANCHESTER : 1-2 p.m.; Deanseate Blitz 
Site. Christian pacifist open-air mtg. Local 
Methodist ministers and others. MPF. 

THURSDAYS 

LEYTON STONE: 8 p.m.; Friends Mtg. Ho., 
Bush Road. E.10 and E.ll Group* PPU. 

LONDON, W.C.l : 1.15-1.45 pun.; Church 

•f St. George the Martyr. Queen St. Weekly 
lunch-hour Service of Intercession for World 
Peace. Conducted by Clergy and laymen of 
different denominations. 

LONDON.W.C.l : 7.30 p.m.; Dick Shep¬ 

pard Ho.. 6 Endsleigh St. Pacifist Youth 
Action Group. 
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' LONDON, N.4 : L45 p.m.; 63 Wilber - 

force Rd. “ The Egypt and Nasser I know,” 
Discussion and questions answered by an 
Egyptian doctor. Fellowship Party. 

Friday, November 9 

EDINBURGH : 7.30 p.m.; Epworth Hall, 

Nicolson Sq., Stuart Morris, Emrys Hughes, 
MP. Public mtg. Questions invited. PPU. 

LONDON, W.C.l : 7 p.m.; Conway Hall, 

Red Lion Sq. Gene Sharp. MA, “ Some 
aspects of the condition of contemporary 
Western civilisation.” The fifth of eight con¬ 
secutive lectures on Non-violence and Social 
Change. The Third Way and Pacifist Youth 
Action Group. 

Saturday, November 10 

COVENTRY : 3 p.m.; Friends Mtg. Ho., 

Hill Street. Dr. P. Worsley, “ The History of 
Kenya.” Coventry Africa Circle. 

LIVERPOOL : 7 . 3 # P.m.; Friends Mtg. Ho., 
Hunter St. Prof. C. A. Coulson, “ Science 
[ Can do Better than H-bombs.” Toldas Group. 

LONDON, W.l : 3~6 p.m.; Weigh Ho. Ch.. 
Binney St. Nr. Bond St. Stn. Bazaar and 
social. Proceeds to Peace News and PPU. 
Opener Dr. A. D. Belden. Religion Commis¬ 
sion, Peace Pledge Union. 

Saturday-Sunday, November 10-11 

DERBYSHIRE : Third of a series of annual 
\ week-end confs. at Crich, nr. Matlock. “ Paci- 
I fisin in an Awakening World ”. Guest 
speaker: John Hoyland. Chair.: George 
Dcvereaux. Details : Margaret Forder, 42 
! Swinegate. Grantham. Lines. PPU 

Monday, November 12 

HORNSEY : 8 p.m.; Town Hall (small hall). 
All Party Brains Trust and Discussion on 
Nuclear Weapons. Panel : Mrs. Barbara 
Castle, MP (Labour), Miss Jean Henderson 
(Liberal), Prof. Hyman Levy, MA, D.Sc., late 
Dean of the Royal College of Science, Ken¬ 
neth Burden (Conservative), Ron Huzzard 
(Labour Peace Fellowship). Chair : Herbert 
H. Stacey (Sec. Tottenham Trades Council). 
Hornsey Joint Committee for the Abolition 
of Nuclear Weapons. 

Wednesday, November 14 

KIDBROOKE : 8 p.m., 141 Woolacombe 
Rd. Three recorded addresses by Dick Shep¬ 
pard. Discussion on his works and methods. 
Fellowship Party. 

HULL: 7.30 p.m.; 223 Newland Avenue. 
“ Reporting Progress.” Fellowship Party. 

Thursday, November 15 

LEYTONSTONE: 8 p.m.; Friends Mtg. 

Ho., Bush Rd. Mrs. Schaffer, “ Jewish-Asian 
Relationships.” Peace Pledge Union. 

Friday, November 16 

LONDON, W.C.l : 7 p.m.; Conway Hall. 
Red Lion Square. Gene Sharp, MA. “ The 
Emergent Philosophy : Some elements of the 
solution to the contempory crisis, and the 
significance of the emergence of a new social 
philosophy.” The sixth of eight consecutive 
lectures on Non-Violence and Social Change. 
The Third Way and Pacifist Youth Action 
Group. 


Saturday, November 17 

LONDON, W.C.l : 3-5.30 p.m.. Friends 

International Centre, 32 Tavistock Sq. Alfred 
Willetts, “ Difficulties and Successes of a Paci¬ 
fist Teacher in a Secondary Modern School.” 
Tea 4 p.m. (6d.). Education Commission, 
PPU. 

Tuesday, November 20 

BELFAST : 8 p.m.; Friends Inst., Frederick 
St. Study Group. Fellowship of Reconciliation. 

Wednesday, November 21 

KIDBROOKE : 8 p.m.; 141 Woolacombe 

Rd. Jonathan Franklin, “ A Pacifist’s Impres¬ 
sion of Germany.” Fellowship Party. 

Thursday, November 22 

BANSTEAD : 8 p.m.; Winkworth Hall, 

Hugh St. Film : Viverc in Pace (English and 
Italian dialogue—English captions) Epsom and 
District Peace Fellowship, 55 Culverhay, 
Ashtead. 

LEYTONSTONE: 8 p.m.; Friends Mtg. 

Ho., Bush Rd. John l oversecd, AFC (Chair¬ 
man Fellowship Party), *‘ The Necessity for a 
Pacifist Political Party.” Peace Pledge Union. 

Friday, November 23 

EPSOM : 8 p.m.; Myers Hall (behind Ebbi- 
sham Hall). Ashley Rd. Film : Viverc in 
Pace (English and Italian dialogue—English 
captions). Epsom and District Peace Fellow¬ 
ship. 55 Culverhay, Ashtead. 
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to new readers 

8 2s. 6d. 

(US 13 weeks for $1) 

Please send PEACE NEWS for. 

to the name and address below. 

I enclose £. 
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STANDARD RATES 

HOME EDITION (C.B. and oremo as) 

1 rear IS*., 1# w*efes 5*. 

Or order from your ■•wsagout. 

US. AIR EXPRESS EDITION 

1 year $4, < noattw $2. 

PEACE NEWS 
3 Blackstoek Rd., London, N.4 

or 

130 Brattle St.,Cambridge 3B Mess.USA 


TERMS : Cash with order. 3d. per word, 
minimum 2s. 6d. (Box No. 6d. extra). Please 
don’t send stamps in payment, except for odd 
pence. Maximum length 60 word;. Address 
for Box No. replies: Peace News, 3 Blackstoek 
Rd., N.4. 

LATEST TIME for oopy : Monday morning 
before publication. 


MEETINGS 

PEACE ASSOCIATION OF CHRISTIAN 
SCIENTISTS. A conference will 2>e held at 
Friends House, Euston Road, London, W.C.l, 
on Saturday, November 10, at 2.30 p.m. AH 
Christian Scientists who agree “ that weapons 
of our warfare are not carnal but mighty 
through God to the pulling down of strong¬ 
holds ” will be most welcome. Tea obtain¬ 
able. 

WOMEN’S INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE 
for Peace and Freedom : Social Evening. 
Thursday. Nov. 8. Student Movement House, 
103 Gower St., W.C.l. 6.15 Buf et Supper. 
Christmas Slall. 7.15 Entertainment : Miss Joy 
Sinden, Mime (the universal lan;juage) and 
Folk Songs. AH welcome. Prog. 2s. Collec¬ 
tion for funds. 

WOMEN PREACHERS. Kings Weigh House 
Church. Sunday evenings, 6.30 p.cj. Novem¬ 
ber 4, Miss Muriel Lester. 


ACCOMMODATION 

HOMELY ACCOMMODATION and Jolly 
good food to visitors and permanent guests. 
CANonbury 1340, Telkea Shayler, 27 Hamilton 
Pk., N.5. 


EDUCATION 

SPEAKING AND WRITING lessons (cor¬ 
respondence, visit), 5s. Dorothy Matthews, 
BA, 32 Primrose Hill Rd., London, N.W.3. 
PRImrose 5686. Vu* 


LITERATURE 

BEWARE of the Bull in the China shop. 
Industrial design is forged art. Pottery 
Quarterly, a review of ceramic art, presents the 
way of working and thinking of those potter’s 
who still make their wares by hand. 15 full 
art plates, 40 pp. From Pendley Manor, Tring, 
Herts. Sample copy 3$. 9d. Subscription 15s. 


PHILOSOPHICAL BASIS OF INTER¬ 
NATIONAL PACIFISM. 8-PAGED BOOK¬ 
LET. 4d. POST PAID. BM/JONIB, London 
W.C.l. 

QUAKERISM. Information and literature 
respecting the Faith and Practice of the Reli¬ 
gious Society of Friends, free on application 
to the Friends’ Home Service Committee, 
Friends’ House, Euston Rd.. London. 

THE RAILWAY REVIEW. The only, and 
best informed, TU newspaper. Trade union 
and political news ; Railway problems and 
working conditions featured in every issue. 
Every Friday. 12 rages, price 3d. 

THE BIGGEST BOOKSELLERS IN THE 
WORLD cannot supply more titles than your 
own Peace News bookshop. Every book in 
print available from HOUSMANS BOOK¬ 
SHOP, 3 Blackstoek Rd., London, N.4. 


PERSONAL 

THE BAPTIST PACIFIST FELLOWSHIP 

invites your support. For details of member¬ 
ship write : Rev. Leslie Worsnip. 63 Lough¬ 
borough Rd., Quorn, Leicester. 

JOIN THE Bulgarian Folk Dance Group. 
Every Wednesday 7.30-9.30. Enquire Miss C. 
Dance, 12 Wcstgate Terrace, Redcliffe Gardens. 
London, S.W.10. Tel.: FRE 8248. 

WAR RESISTERS’ International welcomes 
gifts of foreign stamps and undamaged air 
mail covers. Please send to WRI, Lansbury 
House, 88 Park Ave., Enfield, Middlesex. 

WE CAN HELP YOU. Use these columns 
to advertise your services, sell your products 
and seek your needs. Write to the Advertise¬ 
ment Manager, Peace News, 3 Blackstoek 
Rd., London, N.4. 


ILKLA MOOR BAHT AT. Holidays with 
a pacifist atmosphere. Wonderful sccnerv, 
wonderful air, good food. On the very edge 
of the moor. Write: Holly brook Guest House. 
Queens Rd.. Ilkley, Yorks. 

KESWICK, Highficld Vegetarian Guest 
House, The Heads. Now booking for Christ¬ 
mas and the New Year. Tel. 508. 


FOR SALE 

EXTENSION LADDERS of superior quality, 
absolute satisfaction or cash returned. Write : 
Arthur Roberts. 12 Clare Rd., Cardiff. 

HOUSE, £700 or transferable mortgage. 
Bristol. Box. 708. 

MINIATURE ADVERTISEMENTS for 
model railways. “ 00 ” guage 6d. model 
garages. 6d., Is., Is. 6d. Assort'd 6d., Is. 
See Britain by coach, 6d., Is. S.a.e. to 2 
Stanley Crescent, Gilsland, Carlisle, Cumber¬ 
land. 

SUCCESSFUL MEETINGS NEED BOOK¬ 
STALLS. Suitable selections of books and 
pamphlets supplied “ sale or return ” for 
meetings of all kinds. HOUSMANS BOOK¬ 
SHOP, the Peace News bookseller'!, 3 Black- 
stock Rd., London, N.4. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 

PEACE NEWS OFFICE IS OPEN up to 
9 p.m. every Wednesday evening for the sale 
of books and stationery, and for voluntary help 
with the despatch of Peace News. Visitors 
welcomed. 3 Blackstoek Rd. (above Fish and 
Cook, stationers), Finsbury Park (near sta.), N.4. 


SITUATIONS AND WORK WANTED 

DOCTOR DESIRES assistaniship, available 
November, married. Clay, Newsham. Rich¬ 
mond, Yorks. 

MABEL EYLES Duplicating Service, 395 
Hornsey Road, N.19. (ARC. 1765). 


HOLIDAYS 
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DEC I is their day 


SYBIL MORRISON 


PRISONERS 

• rjp HR EE good reasons why you should 
actively participate in Prisoners for 
Peace Day” announced by the War Resisters’ 
Rite national last week end were: 

1. And e Eisele, whose courageous example 
of steadfast refusal to deny the brotherhood of 
man by serving in the French a my has cost 
him eight years in prison is now facing his 
sixth pi son sentence. 

2. Edmond Schagune, also French, has spent 
nearly: eight years in prison and currently is in 
the notorious prison at Me z. He and Andre 
face twenty mo e yeais of prison unless elec¬ 
tive action is taken. 

3. David Kruczynski comes from Poland but 
is a naturalised citizen of France. He’s serv¬ 
ing a three year sentence now/, having already 
spent four years behind bars. Not content with 
persecuting him, the French Government plans 

Book this date noer 

PEACE NEWS 

CHRISTMAS 
B A Z A A R 

SATURDAY 3 p.m. NOVEMBER 24 
Westminster Friends Meeting House SWl 


Gift Stalls of all kinds Entertaiment 

Sideshows @ Refreshments ^ Father 
Christmas gj Something for Everyone 

Miring your family 
and friends 


FOR PEACE 

to take away his citizenship and depo t him 
to Poland at the end of his prison sentence. 

In ail countries sections of the War Resisters’ 
International have been asked to: 

1. Publicise the plight of war resisters in 
France and elsewhere by Jeters to editors, 
demonstrations, gatherings, etc. 

2. Publicise the obvious solution: end 
conscription. 

3. Send Christmas card greetings to the irn- 
p isoned. 

About 100 names and addresses of prisoners 
will be included on the WRl Honour Roll, to 
appear in Peace News (Gt. Britain), Fellowship 
(USA), Pacifisten (Denmark) and elsewhere, or 
available direct from WRI Headquarters. Only 
the name and address of sender is permissible. 
No letters, gifts or messages. 

Swindon lays plans 

Swindon, the Wiltshire town famous for its 
railway works, is going to be aware of 
“ Prisoners for Peace Day.” 

“ On December 1 we hope to be in the 
Friends Meeting House,” John Francis, of 39 
Ashford Road, told Peace News last week. 
“ with a string of Endsleigh Christmas Cards 
on view outside and a poster something like 
this : 

“ PRISONERS FOR PEACE DAY : Send a 
Christmas card to a boy in prison. All over 
the world young men will be in prison this 
Chistmas for refusing to be trained in the 
out-moded method of war. 

Will you send them a card at this season 
of good will—even if you don’t agree that they 
a;e fighting for the future of the world? 

“ Lists of prisoners in the different countries 
inside—and stamps and envelopes.” 

Commending the example of their Swindon 
Group, the Peace Pledge Union have asked all 
Groups “ to keep this day free to arrange 
some form of remembrance for those conscien¬ 
tious objectors to war who are in prison in 
countries all over the world.” 

The list of names will appear in Peace News 
on November 23 and. with the latest revisions 
and additions, in a “ Prisoners for Peace Day ” 
issue on November 30. 


The largest, brightest and most varied selection of 

CHRISTMAS CARDS 


for pacifists a si d 

is the ENDSLEIGH CARDS range for 
1956. They are published by PEACE 
NEWS to help in meeting our £100 a week 
publishing deficit. 

FULL RANGE (30 assorted, 

with envelopes) 10s. 6d. 


their friends 

Prices from 2\d. to 9d. each, lovely full 
colour and photographic reproductions, 
quotations from Albert Schweitzer, Dr. 
Niemoller, Laurence Housman, Dr. Aggrey 
(of Nigeria ), Reg Reynolds, etc., etc., and 


The tyranny of violence 

Her Majesty’s Government have been following with sympathy and admiration 
the struggle of the Hungarian people for their rights and freedom. 


—Statement 

All over the world there will un¬ 
doubtedly be men and women watch¬ 
ing the struggle of the Hungarian people 
to push the ruling foreigners from their 
land. There will be admiration for their 
courage, and sympathy for their aims. 

The fact that the violence they use, and the 
slaughter and suffering that is involved, may 
result, should they overthrow the Soviet regime, 
in a Government based on the same precarious 
necessity for violence is not, apparently, given 
any consideration. 

The Soviet Union was established by the 
most ruthless massacre and violence, with the 
consequences that the whole world now knows. 

An authoritarian state, which can only 
govern if those who disagree are liquidated, is 
almost certain, eventually, to find the same 
methods being used against it. 

The lesson of the Russian Revolution, which 
raised so high the hopes of the oppressed and 
the working classes, and which exchanged one 
type of slavery for another, has apparently not 
been learned even by those who have suffered 
under the tyranny of that rule. 

Yet, the Hungarians once defeated the 
attempt of the Austrian Emperor, Franz Josef 
to subordinate their country to an Austrian 
Government. 

★ 

The passionate words of a great Hungarian 
patriot, Francis Deak, are perhaps ringing in 
their ea^s now: ‘‘Woe to the nation which 
raises no protest when its rights tire outraged! ” 
he cried. 

" It contributes to its own slavery by its 
silence. The nation which submits to injustice 
and oppression without protest is doomed.” 

Rut the final words of that great speech have 
obviously been forgotten: “Do not be betrayed 
into acts of violence,” he implored them, 
“ 1 his is the safe ground on which, unarmed 
ourselves, we can hold our own against armed 
force. If suffering must be necessary, we will 
suffer with dignity.” 

It is a striking fact that the Emperor Franz 
Josef decreed compulsory military service in 
the Austrian army, and the Hungarians refused 
to obey. Finally on February 18, 1867, the 
Emperor capitulated and restored to Hungary 
her constitution. 

That is nearly one hundred years ago. but 


from Downing Street, October 28, 1956. 

in Hungary it cannot yet be forgotten, and 
certainly it shou d not be forgotten by die 

world. 

That ordinary people, especially the British 
w ho have not suffe ed in this way for so many 
centuries, should feel deep sympathy with the 
desire to be tree from foreign domination, is 
understandable, but it is certainly strange to 
find the British Government making an official 
announcement of their sympathy in terms 
which would seem to express a profound belief 
in the right of self-determination. 

The Hungarians, according to Her Majestv’s 
Government pronouncement, are struggling for 
their rights and freedom : their right, it Is to 
be assumed, to decide what Government they 
will have, and their freedom from a foreign 
invader. 

★ 

^ This certainly comes very strangely from a 
Government which, in Cyprus, has denied those 
rights, and while accepting the principle of 
self-determination, has refused to implement it. 

The Hungarian rebels are not called “ ter¬ 
rorists,” but “ patriots,” and these words con- 
ju e up a picture of two quite different things ; 
on the one hand a righteous and understand¬ 
able uprising, on the other a murderous and 
uncalled for stab in the back. 

Yet to the people concerned there is prob¬ 
ably a difference only in degree. The Cypriots, 
no doubt look upon the British as oppressors, 
but no one rushes in to demand that, because 
violent means have been used to put down the 
insurrection, Britain should be arraigned be¬ 
fore the Security Council. 

it might be well for Britain to put her own 
house in order before telling others how to 
tidy up theirs. And it would also be well if 
they recognised that acts of violence, whether 
by rebels or by Governments, will not do away 
with tyranny, and cannot bring peace. 


SOVIET ACTION 

★ FROM PAGE ONE 

This news has been communicated to 
Arlo Tatum, the General Secretary of 
the War Resisters International, following 
correspondence and conversations between him 
and representatives of the World Peace 
Council. 


GERMANY 


© FROM 
PAGE ONE 
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1 he problem of the absence of freedom 
ior pacifist activity and legal recognition of 
conscientious objectors in Communist coun- 
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countries all over the world.” 

The list of names will appear in Peace News 
on November 23 and, with the latest revisions 
and additions, in a “ Prisoners for Peace Day ” 
issue on November 30. 


The largest, brightest and most varied selection of 

CHRISTMAS 


1 J 


is the ENDSLEIGH CARDS range for 
1956. They are published by PEACE 
NEWS' to help in meeting our £1*00 a week 
publishing deficit. 


for pacifists anil their friends 

Prices from 2\d. to 9 d. each, lovely full 
colour and photographic reproductions, 
quotations from Albert Schweitzer, Dr. 
Niemoller, Laurence Housman, Dr. Aggrey 
(of Nigeria ), Reg Reynolds, etc., etc., and 
designs to please everyone. Three Inter¬ 
national cards, a new set of ENDSLEIGH 
PAINTING CARDS (‘ Christmas Carols ') 
for colouring, Housmans Peace Diary for 
1957, and an attractive list of reasonably 
priced Christmas Gifts and Stationery. 


FULL RANGE (30 assorted, 

with envelopes) I Os. 6d. 

TRIAL PACKET (7 ditto) 2s. 6d. 

(send a stamped-addressed envelope for list) 


Every reader can help — 
send for your sample set now! 


DISCOUNTS FOR BAZAARS AND QUANTITY ORDERS OVER £1 

ENDSLEIGH CARDS ^ 3 BLACKSTOCK ROAD \ LONDON % N.4 


LONDON CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETY LTD. 

Mow it All Began 


I he London Co-operative Society was formed in 1920 by the amalgamation 
of the old Stratford Society (started by Railwaymen in 1860) and the Edmonton 
Society (started by Tramwaymen in 1888). 


At the time of this amalgamation the total membership was 77,000 and the 
sales £2,500,000. A year later it was still further augmented when the West 
London Society (founded by District Railwaymen in 1895) joined the larger 
organisation, and from this date onwards the Committee of Management have 
carried out a policy of development and expansion. Over the years this plan, 
coupled with the rigid insistence of keeping down prices and returning the profits 
as dividend, has been richly rewarded by continuously increasing trade and 
membership, so that today the Society has almost \\ million members in its 
operational and trading area of roughly 400 square miles. Its boundaries at 
Uxbridge and Southend are some 70 miles apart in the east/west direction. It 
extends northwards from its general southern boundary—the river Thames--to 
places such as Barnet and Potters Bar. 


It costs only 2s. for anyone over the age 
of 16 to join the Society, at any branch. 
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and oppression without protest is doomed.” 


But the final words of that great speech have 
obviously been forgotten: “Do not be betrayed 
into acts of violence,” he implored them, 
“ I bis is the safe ground on which, unarmed 
ourselves, we can hold our own against armed 
force. If suffering must be necessary, we will 
sutler with dignity.” 

It is a striking fact that the Emperor Franz 
Josef decreed compulsory military service in 
the Austrian army, and the Hungarians refused 
to obey. Finally on February 18, 1867, the 
Emperor capitulated and restored to Hungary 
her constitution. 

That is nearly one hundred years ago, but 


GERMANY 


Cl FROM 
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non-pacifist war resisters to fight for the aboli 
tion of conscription claims over 10,000 
members. 

The German Section of the War Resisters’ 
Inte national at its Annual Meeting agreed to 
keep in close touch with the GDW and not to 
negotiate with the Government and other 
authorities except after joint consultations. 

Germany’s equivalent to the Gallun Poll, 
the Emnid Institute, stated on August 27 that: 
Of German men under 65 years of age, 
65 per cent do not favour conscription. 

Ot those aged between 16 and 25, two-thirds 
will refuse to serve ; between 25 and 35 
the figure is 75 per cent. 

Women who do not want their husbands and 
sons to be soldiers total 74 per cent; 19 
per cent would accept call-up as a duty to 
be fulfilled and only 4 per cent would like 
to see the men conscripted. 

But one should not forget, when reading 
these figures that it is easy to be against some¬ 
thing. 

To stand firmly for ones opinion is not 
easy for a people in whom militarism and 
fear of the authorities is deep-rooted. 

A lot of people here like to be ordered 
about and shrink back when asked to take 
on responsibilities. 

But the increasing number of active 
members in anti-conscription organisations ex¬ 
presses a new trend in Germany. 

They need the support of people everywhere. 


Dr. Soper urges churches 
to show the way 


“A NEW era has begun in Europe, and 
personally I think it will work out finally 
for our good,” said Dr. Soper last Sunday in 
the third of his sermons on peace. 

lie believed that events in Europe might 
afford yet one more opportunity for the 
Christian Church to take up the task of peace¬ 
making, which it had so long neglected. 

“ The Church has too often set its target so 
low, and applauded itself for its minor 
achievements,” he went on. 

“ Its Founder had shown the only way to 
peace, when, at the crisis of His life, He was 
confronted by force, and he refused to sanction 
violence in His own defence. 

“ If Jesus had raised an armv there would 
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house in order before telling others how to 
tidy up theirs. And it would also be well if 
they recognised that acts of violence, whether 
by rebels or by Governments, will not do away 
with tyranny, and cannot bring peace. 


SOVIET ACTION 
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. fhis news has been communicated to 
Arlo latum, the General Secretary of 
the War Resisters International, following 
correspondence and conversations between, him 
and representatives of the World Peace 
Council. 


The problem of the absence of freedom 
tot pacifist activity and legal recognition of 
conscientious objectors in Communist coun¬ 
tries has long been a factor preventing eo- 
ope ation between pacifists and the World 
Peace Council. The WPC was initialed bv the 
Commlorm during the Stalin regime and has 
in the past basically supported the foreign 
policy ot the Soviet Union. 

In previous years there has also been cor. 
respondence and conversations with World 
Peace Council leaders on th* matter of the 
rights ox pacifists by leaders of the Inter¬ 
national Fellowship of Reconciliation. 

The Bureau of the World Peace Council last 
summer informed its various branches in the 
Soviet Union and Eastern European countries 
of the concern of the War Resisters’ Inter¬ 
national lor the freedom of pacifists in these 
countries, and the desirability of a law 
similar to that of Britain, for the protection 
ot conscientious objectors. 


At that time the delegates of the Soviet 
Union promised to bring the subject before 
the Presidium of the Soviet Peace Movement. 
That body, it is now learned, has discussed 
sympathetically the rights of pacifists, and has 
asked the Soviet Government to examine the 
question of legal recognition of war resisters. 


Harold Bing sends 
congratulations 


Following the expected action by the Soviet 
Government, the World Peace Council is ex¬ 
pected to spread the news of the new legal 
status of conscientious objectors there. 

It is not known whether the anticipated 
legal recognition will take the form of an 
adnunistrative order or a new law, whether it 
will apply to all objectors (religious, philoso¬ 
phical, and political), or whether freedom 
of organisation and efforts to promote war 
resistance will also be allowed. 

“ This , news > coming as it does in the midst 
ot revolts and unrest in Eastern Europe is 
both encouraging and remarkable,” Arlo 
latum, Secretary of the WRI told Peace News 
on Tuesday. 

u * n i j 1 \ etter 1° ^ le J^ uss * an Government, 
Harold Bing, Chairman of the WRI, congratu¬ 
lated them for “directing their attention to 
tins pressing need,” and urged them “ to 
recognise by the enactment of appropriate 
legislation the minority rights and human 
needs of our pacifist brothers in Russia.” 
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members. 

The German Section of the War Resisters’ 
International at its Annual Meeting agreed to 
keep in dose touch with the GDW and not to 
negotiate with the Government and other 
authorities except after joint consultations. 

Germany’s equivalent to the Galluo Poll, 
the Emnid Institute, stated on August 27 that: 
Of German men under 65 years of age, 
05 per cent do not favour conscription. 

Of those aged between 16 and 25, two-thirds 
will refuse to serve ; between 25 and 35 
the figure is 75 per cent. 

Women who do not want their husbands and 
sons to be soldiers total 74 per cent; 19 
r cent would accept call-up as a duty to 
fulfilled and only 4 per cent would like 
to see the men conscripted. 

But one should not forget, when reading 
these figures that it is easy to be against some¬ 
thing. 

To stand firmly for ones opinion is not 
easy for a people in whom militarism and 
fear of the authorities is deep-rooted. 

A lot of people here like to be ordered 
about and shrink back when asked to take 
on responsibilities. 

But the increasing number of active 
members in anti-conscription organisations ex¬ 
presses a new trend in Germany. 

They need the support of people everywhere. 

Dr. Soper urges churches 
to show the way 

“A NEW era has begun in Europe, and 
personally I think it will work out finally 
for our good,” said Dr. Soper last Sunday in 
the third of his sermons on peace. 

He believed that events in Europe might 
afford yet one more opportunity for the 
Christian Church to take up the task of peace¬ 
making, which it had so long neglected. 

‘' The Church has too often set its target so 
low, and applauded itself for its minor 
achievements,” he went on. 

“ Its Founder had shown the only way to 
peace, when, at the crisis of His life, He was 
confronted by force, and he refused to sanction 
violence in His own defence. 

“ If Jesus had raised an army there would 
be no Christian Church today, and historically 
He would be remembered as just one more 
resistance leader who was crushed by the 
might of Rome. 

In Dr. Soper's opinion, most ordinary people 
realised deep in their own minds, that the way 
of violence offered no solution to the world's 
problems. 

That was why they had no enthusiasm for 
Civil Defence, and why young men couldn’t 
be persuaded to Join the army. 

When the Church found the courage to 
preach the Christian Gospel of Peace, it would 
discover that this was what the people of the 
world had been waiting for, although they had 
been unable to express their desire. 
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Peace Council. The WPG was initiated by die 
Gominiorm during the Stalin regime and has 
in the past basically supported the foreign 
policy of the Soviet Union. 

In previous years there has also been cor¬ 
respondence and conversations with W'orld 
Peace Council leaders on the matter of the 
rights Oi pacifists by leaders of the Inter¬ 
national Fellowship of Reconciliation. 

The Bureau of the World Peace Council last 
summer informed its various branches in the 
Soviet Union and Eastern European countries 
of the concern of the War Resisters’ Inter¬ 
national tor the freedom of pacifists in these 
countries, and the desirability of a law 
similar to that of Britain, for the protection 
of conscientious objectors. 

At that time the delegates of the Soviet 
Union promised to bring the subject before 
the Presidium of the Soviet Peace Movement. 
I hat body, it is now learned, has discussed 
sympathetically the rights of pacifists, and has 
asked the Sovtet Government to examine the 
question of legal recognition of war re sisters. 

Harold Bing sends 
congratulations 

Following the expected action by the Soviet 
Government, the World Peace Council is ex¬ 
pected to spread the news of the new legal 
status of conscientious objectors there. 

It fs not known whether the anticipated 
legal recognition will take the form of an 
adnunistrative order or a new law, whether it 
"jy a PPty to all objectors (religious, philoso¬ 
phical, and political), or whether freedom 
of organisation and efforts to promote war 
resistance will also be allowed. 

“ This news, coming as it does in the midst 
of revolts and unrest in Eastern Europe, is 
both encouraging and remarkable,” Arlo 
Tatum, Secretary of the WRI told Peace News 
on Tuesday. 

„ In . . a letter to ‘he Russian Government, 
Harold Bing, Chairman of the WRI, congratu- 
lated them for “ directing their attention to 
this pressing need,” and urged them “ to 
recognise by the enactment of appropriate 
legislation the minority rights and human 
needs of our pacifist brothers in Russia.” 

For many years after World War I, the 
War Resisters’ International had strong sec¬ 
tions in the countries of Eastern Europe and 
a Russian language edition of “The War 
Resister, ’ w-as published in Berlin. 

Under the Soviet regime after World War I, 
during Lenin’s leadership. *be legal rights of 
conscientious objectors were recognised as a 
necessary safeguard to minorities under the 
new Communist Government. 
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(Near Bond St. Tube) 























